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ORIGIN OF SHORT STORY 


Story telling has always been a natural human activity. A very large part of our daily conversation 
is devoted to telling what happened either to us or someone else. When we begin to read a story 
we expect the story to contain some definite plot, theme, idea or atmosphere. A good story 
should have both entertainment and instruction. No story is taken up purely for instruction or 
improvement. Any moral idea must be the by product and not the chief aim of story telling. Story 
telling has been quite popular since the ancient times. Our elders or the teachers took help of the 
Stories, fables, parables to bring out some important idea or convey some message. Earlier stories 
were primarily written about gods, demons, the victory of the good over the evil, etc. Such stories 
we find in plenty in the tales of Panchtantra, Aesop's Fables, Arabian Nights, The Biblical Stories. 


ELEMENTS OF THE SHORT STORY : 
A good story should have the following elements : 

1. The plot i.e. an interesting story-line. 

2. Some characters 

3. The background — which may be a school, a home, a hospital, a shop, a factory, a farm etc. 
4. Dialogue and language 
5 


Sometimes a particular mood or aim e.g. a story may be humorous, sad, frightening or of 
educational value. 


PLOT: 


Plot construction is most vital to story telling. Most plots arise from some kind of conflict. 
Three common sources of conflict are : 


(a) Conflict with another person. This may happen when two persons quarrel or clash, when 
two friends disagree or fail to understand each other, as in ‘A Horse and Two Goats’. 


(b) Conflict between a person and external conditions such as a storm, an angry bee, a 
snowfall, etc. Such external troubles cause a problem; e.g. An Old Man at the Bridge’. 


(c) Conflict within a person's mind. A person may be unusually sensitive, mean, bad tempered, 
jealous, greedy, or heroic e.g. ‘My Greatest Olympic Prize’. The true test of a good story 
lies in its unity of thought and action. 


CHARACTERIZATION : 


A good story must have distinct characters contributing to the development of the plot. The 
plot becomes inseparable from action and interaction of the major characters. Characters behave 
consistently and predictably. The story ‘A Horse and Two Goats’ develops out of the lack of 
comprehending the character. ‘My Greatest Olympic Prize’ delineates the characters of Jesse Owens 
and his rival Luz Long and brings out the sterling qualities of the two in a particular situation. The 
story ‘Chief Seattle's Speech’ reveals the speaker's (Chief Seattle's) qualities of ripeness, generosity, 
patience and leadership. 


There are mainly three ways to study a character in a story or any piece of literature. They are : 


(i What the character himself says about his own self. 
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(ii) What the other characters think about the character 


(iit) What the writer says about the character or what we ourselves infer from the action and 
interaction of the characters in different situations. Situations and the reactions of the 
characters to the situation give us ample clue about the personality of the character. 
Characters in the story behave and act consistently or they may be consistently 
inconsistent. 


STYLE AND STRUCTURE : 


Structure of a story is of primary importance. Structure is in fact a matter of intellect instead 
of a matter of temperament. The beginning of a story should be striking and the ending of the 
story should be the logical conclusion of the events gone by. But there can be a surprise ending, 
with a sting in the tail, which will make the readers feel shocked and amazed. This will have an 
indelible impact on the readers. The opening of a perfectly constructed tale fulfils two purposes, 
one of which is intellectual and the other emotional. Intellectually, it indicates clearly to the reader 
whether, in the narrative that follows, the element of action, or of character, or of setting is to be 
predominant, in other words, which of the three sorts of narrative effect the story is intended to 
produce. Emotionally it strikes the key-note and suggests the tone of the entire story. For example 
the story ‘A Face in the Dark’ has a suggestive title and the reader expects something strange, 
unexpected and horrible. The setting is in a pine forest at night and all the incidents that happen 
are in keeping with the atmosphere created in the very beginning. And so is the ending. The 
protagonist in the story Mr Oliver gets a shock after shock when after meeting a boy having no 
eyes, ears, nose, etc. confronts the watchman who himself had no eyes, ears, nose, no features— 
not even an eyebrow. Likewise, style is equally essential to the story. It is one thing to build a 
story; it is quite another thing to write it in a style and tone meeting the requirement of theme, 
atmosphere or characterization. For example, the story ‘The Little Match Girl’ is written in a simple 
and easy language because it is about a poor girl who leads a miserable life. The narrative is plain, 
lucid and intelligible and is free from any complexities and ambiguities. The story is told in a direct 
and straightforward manner. The writer uses simple sentences to convey his meanings. For example, 
the writer conveys the poor, miserable and pathetic condition of the little girl by the following 
simple sentences : “In the cool and gloom, a poor little girl walked, bareheaded and barefoot, 
through the streets." 


Teaching a story : In order to make the story an interesting reading, the teacher is expected 
to introduce the story's theme and background, if any. Before discussing the different aspects of 
the story, the teacher should ask the students to read the story thoroughly at home and come 
prepared with the different ideas being conveyed through the story. The story may not be read 
entirely in the class. Certain relevant portions of theme, characterization or atmosphere should be 
read out for the better understanding of the story. If certain literary devices used in the story are 
explained in the classroom, the students will be able to appreciate the story much better. 


SOME IMPORTANT LITERARY DEVICES : 
Metaphor : It is a kind of comparison, but it establishes a total identity between two objects, 


qualities or actions. It is not indicated by ‘like’ or ‘as’. For example, She is a rose. In the story ‘The 
Old Man at the Bridge’, the old man is a metaphor for helplessness. 


Symbol : A symbol is anything which signifies something else. However, in literature, symbol 
is applied only to a word or set of words that signifies an object or even which signifies something 
else. 
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The story ‘The Old Man at the Bridge’ abounds in metaphors and symbols. One of the 
symbols is the bridge which represents uncertainty and dangers. The pigeons symbolize peace 
and harmony. The cat is a symbol of independence who does not need anybody to survive. The 
goat is used as a Sacrificial animal and this probably represents the old man who reconciles 
himself with impending death. 


Irony : It is the difference between what is asserted and what is actually the case. There is a 
verbal irony and there can be an irony of the situation. In verbal irony, there is some explicit 
expression of one attitude or evaluation, but there is implication of a very different attitude or 
evaluation. In irony of the situation the reverse situation is the true one, and not the apparent. 
‘Hearts and Hands’ presents an ironical situation with a surprise ending. The irony at the end of 
the story makes it interesting. What is generally considered is not true. Mr Easton does not 
happen to be a marshal. He is in fact a counterfeiter. The one who was taken to be the criminal 
emerges to be the real marshal. Here the irony is subtle and intelligent. 


Supernaturalism : Some events or happenings take place in a story that are strange, 
unexpected or unreal but the writer makes them took real with some suggestive hints and an 
appropriate atmosphere of supernatural and horror. The atmosphere begins to took natural by 
the artistic skills of the writer. The story ‘A Face in the Dark’ is set in a pine forest outside Simla at 
night. The chain of incidents looks natural. Mr Oliver comes by a strange boy who has no eyes, 
ears, nose, etc. The torch falls down from his hand. He runs down through the pine trees only to 
confront a watchman who too has no eyes, ears, nose-not even a face. Such events can be 
believed because darkness covers the reality of things. There is willing suspension of disbelief. 


The stories contained in this anthology deal with diverse human problems and issues. The 
story ‘Chief Seattle's Speech’ strikes a spirit of reconciliation and accommodation in this world torn 
with racial conflicts. ‘Old Man at the Bridge’ conveys the writer's opposition to war which spreads 
panic and anxiety all around. ‘A Horse and Two Goats’ deals with the misunderstanding that takes 
place between two cultures—American and Indian. The two—Muni speaks in Tamil, while the 
American speaks English are unable to communicate with each other. Muni speaks about his own 
life, while the American speaks about his own life. In ‘An Angel in Disguise’, the writer strikes a 
didactic note by laying emphasis on the importance of loving and caring for others. He points out 
that love is essential for human survival and happiness. ‘The Little Match Girl’ is a pathetic story 
and depicts the sad and miserable life of a poor girl who is asked by her cruel and strict father to 
sell matches and earn money. Death comes to her rescue and saves her from cold, hunger and 
misery. ‘The Blue Bead’ depicts the courage and determination of a twelve years old Indian girl 
who saves the life of a Gujar woman from the crocodile. In ‘All Summer in a Day’ the writer creates 
vivid pictures before our eyes with the help of an illustrative language and appropriate vocabulary. 
The writer highlights the importance of sunlight to gain humanity because the sun is life-giving for 
the landscape as well as the inhabitants of Venus. 


Thus all the stories given in the anthology have one or the other signifant idea to illustrate. 
The reading of the stories will become more amusing and purposeful with the endeavour made 
here to bring out their salient features. 
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1. CHIEF SEATTLE’S SPEECH 
COMPREHENSION (UNSOLVED PASSAGES) 


Passage 1. 


(.) Chief Seattle wishes their father in Washington to act impartially and without any prejudice 
or bias. He should regard the white settlers and the Natives as his own children and 
extend his protecting hands to all. 


(ii) The Red Children and the white Children can’t become brothers as there has been 
discrimination and injustice meted out to the Red Children whereas the white children 
have been favourite even with God. The wrongs suffered by the Red Children have been 
too many to be forgotten. 


(iid The white man's God has showered His blessings and profound love on them. He holds 
protecting arms lovingly to the white. But on the other hand He has hated the Red 
children. He neither loves nor protects the Red ones. They have been rendered orphans 
due to neglect by their God. 


(iv) Chief Seattle refers to the hostilities by the white to the ancestors of the tribal people. 
There has been a long history of injustice and indiscrimination meted out to the tribals at 
the hands of the white settlers in the land. 


(v) According to Chief Seattle, there is little common between the Red children and the 
white children as if two different Gods existed one favouring the white and the other 
hating the Red Children who have been rendered orphans now. It appears that the Red 
children and the white belong to two different races with conflicting interests. 


Passage 2. 


(i Chief Seattle rues that the Red children have been neglected not only by white man's 
god but also by their own God, the Great Spirit. Whereas the white man’s God has given 
many favourable laws and privileges to His own children, even the heavenly father has 
behaved partially towards the tribal children. As such they have been rendered orphans. 


(it) To the Red Children, the ashes of their ancestors are sacred and their resting place a 
hallowed ground, like a pilgrimage to them. But the case is different with the white 
children who have nothing to think of their ancestors or seek inspiration from them. 


(ii The religion of the white people was written upon tablets of stone by the iron finger of 
their God. As such they could not forget it. 


(iv) The tribal people could not comprehend the religion of the white people. They had their own 
religion steeped in the memory of the traditions cherished and kept by their ancestors who 
developed it under the inspiration of the Great Spirit. 


(v) The white people get cut off from their ancestors as soon as the leave the portals of the 
tombs of the ancestors. As such they do not feel inspired by them. But the tribal people 
ever remain attached to the beautiful they grew on. 


Passage 3. 


(() The speaker differentiates his tribal people from the white people with the belief that the 
former remain rooted to the tradition and seek inspiration from their elders whereas the 
white cease to have attachment with the land that they left behind. 
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(ii) The speaker realizes that he should not mourn at the untimely fate’ of his people because 
everything and everybody must meet decay or decline sooner or later. Glory or fame Is all 
transitory. One tribe follows another tribe. Change Is the law of nature. 


(i) The figure of speech used in the expression. Tribe follows tribe and nation follows nation, 
like the waves of the sea is simile. It means that just as one wave rises and falls soon, in 
the same way a tribe or a nation disappears or vanishes. Nothing is permanent. 


(iv) The speaker comments on the destiny of the white people. He warns the white people that 
even though they have been the favourite with God the day of their ultimate decay may appear 
to be far but it is certainly sure one day. 


(v) The speaker believes that both the white people and the tribal people have the common 
destiny i.e. fate. If the tribal heroes are no more today, the white glory of the white people will 
also go into oblivision one day. Death spares none and conquers all. Death is the greatest 
leveller. 


Passage 4. 


() The speaker refers to the proposition given by the Great White Chief that the latter wishes 
to buy their land but is willing to allow them enough to live comfortably. The proposition 
could be acceptable only on the condition that they would not be molested or attacked 
when they visited the tombs of their ancestors. 


(ii) The speaker asserts that every part of the soil where the ancestors of his tribe lived is 
sacred. They had toiled hard, loved its trees, valleys and plains. Every nook and corner of 
the land is steeped in the memory of their ancestors. 


(i) The speaker feels that every hillside, every valley, every plain and grave of their land is 
sacred to them because their ancestors toiled hard on this land. They had their share of 
joys and sorrows and spent their lives with love for their land. Many stirring memories of 
their ancestors are woven all over the land. 


(iv) The speaker's regard and attachment for his ancestors is quite clear in this passage. The 
speaker is Chief Seattle of Suquamish tribe. The speech was delivered in Washington in 1954 
in response to the White Chief's message of goodwill. 


(v) The dust upon which the white people stand now responds more lovingly to the footsteps of 
the tribal people than those of the white people because it is rich with the blood of the 
speaker's ancestors. There is a loving bond of belongingness with the land as far as the tribal 
people are concerned. 


Passage 5. 


(Ò) The Red Men and the White Men remained hostile in the past. The Red Men were 
discriminated against on grounds of colour and race. The White Men treated the Red 
Men as orphans, hated them and maltreated them. There was no harmony between them. 
The passage explains how the Red Men were looked down upon by the white People. 


(ii) The children’s children of the white men will not feel alone in a field, the store, the shop 
or anywhere else because the invisible dead of his tribe will rise from the tombs and give 
solace to all these children of the white. The spirits of the ancestors of the speaker's tribe 
will console and guide these children in their loneliness. 
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(iu) The speaker firmly believes that in all the earth there is no place dedicated to solitude. 
One Is never lonely in any place on the earth. The spirits of the dead are always there to 
give company to all those who feel lonely. That way no place is absolutely dedicated to 
solitude or loneliness. 


(iv) The deserted streets will be thronged with the spirits of the Native people's ancestors who had 
really been deeply attached to the soil on which they spent their lives and had great love for 
their land and people. 


(v) The speaker believes that death is just a change of worlds. One dies to be born in a different 
world. Soul assumes a different physical frame and dwells on some different soil. 


LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 


Develop the following hints into your own answers : 


[8] 


1. 


Hints 

* acknowledges greetings of goodwill and friendship 

x argues in favour of ecological responsibility and respect of Native American's land rights 

* Strikes a note of reconciliation and accommodation 

x hopes better treatment from the good father in Washington 

x considers white man’s proposal liberally 

x assures the coming generations of the white children will not be left in solitude 

Hints 

x pleads for the spirit of accommodation 

x ready to forget the past hostilities 

x thanks the White Chief for his generosity 

x assures that the warriors of his tribe will prove a strength to the white people 

x — considers the White Chief's proposition sympathetically 

* expects better treatment from the white people 

Hints 

x hostilities between the tribal people and the white lasted for centuries 

x the tribal people given step motherly treatment by the white 

x the racial feelings due to colour 

x treated as orphans 

* wishes hostilities to come to an end 

x mutual respect for each other's interests 

* expects the White Chief to be impartial, just and caring equally to the white and the tribal 
people 
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4. Hints 

x as if there were two Gods—one for the white, the other for the tribal people 

* the God of the white people loving, considerate only to the white 

x the God for the tribal hated them, treated them as orphans 

x thus the birth of two distinct races with separate destinies 

x the white people become chosen sons of God, the tribal people, a cursed lot 
5. Hints 

* common destiny awaits all 

* once the natives very powerful 

x the white became favourite to the God of the white people 

x  buttime is ever on the move 

x fame and glory transient 

x no guarantee that the white will always be favourite of God 

x their time of decay and decline may be far off but it is certain 


x so shun all vanity. Be human and live like brethren 


2. OLD MAN AT THE BRIDGE 
COMPREHENSION (UNSOLVED PASSAGES) 


Passage 1. 


() San Carlos was the old man’s native town. He was a shepherd who took care of his 
animals. 


(ii) The old man did not look like a shepherd or a herdsmen. He was an old man with a gray 
dusty face. He wore black dusty clothes and rimmed spectacles on his face. 


(iid The old man left his home town during the Spanish civil war. He left his hometown 
because a captain had told him to leave the town and his animals because of the artillery 
fire. He left it unwillingly because he did not want to leave his animals behind as he was 
worried about the safety of animals. 


(iv) The old man took care of two goats and a cat, four pairs of pigeons and several other 
animals. During the war he was worried about safety of the animals. 


(v) The old man had no family but he expressed his concern about what would happen to his 
animals. He said that the cat could take care of itself because cats could take care of 
themselves, but he did not know what would happen to his other animals. 


Passage 2. 


(i) The old man is 76 and he has walked 12 kilometers to reach the bridge. He is too tired to 
walk any further. When the soldier tells him to catch a ride on a truck and leave this place 
to save his life from the enemies he refuses to do so because of fatigue. 


(i) The old man without politics is 76 years old. His old age affects him physically. He gets so 
tired after walking twelve kilometers from his hometown to the bridge that he cannot 
walk any farther. 
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(id The narrator tells the old man that it is not a safe place to stop there because the enemy 
planes can hit this place any time. There is a danger to his life. 


(iv) The narrator asks the old man to leave the place because it is not safe. The enemy planes 
can hit the place any time. 


(v) The narrator asks the old man to go to a safer place. He advises him to catch a ride on a 
truck to Barcelona and save his life. No, the old man thanks the soldier for showing his 
concern for his safety. He prefers to stay there. 


Passage 3. 


() The old man is worried about the fate of his animals that he had left behind in his 
hometown during the war. He is worried about them because they could be killed by the 
artillery fire in the war. 


(ii) The narrator tries to console the old man by saying that nothing will happen to his 
animals. He tells him that the pigeons will fly and save themselves. It does not affect the 
old man positively because he is obsessed with the thought of the safety of his animals. 


(ii) The old man was asked to go to his hometown because there was a danger to his life 
because of artillery fire. He was the last man to leave because he was reluctant to leave 
his animals behind. He was worried about the safety of his animals and therefore did not 
want to leave his hometown. 


(iv) The old man is not worried about the pigeons because they can fly and save themselves. 
He is less worried about the cats because they can look after themselves. 


(v) He expresses his worry about his two goats because the goats cannot fly and save 
themselves. 


Passage 4. 


() The narrator urged the old man to catch a ride on a truck to Barcelona and leave that 
place to save his life as there were the enemy planes that could hit that place any time. 
No, he did not accept his advice. He told him that he was too tired to walk any farther. 


(iù The narrator had asked the old man to catch a ride on a truck to Barcelona and save his 
life from the enemies. He thanked him for showing his concern about his life. 


(iit) The old man had walked 12 kilometers to reach the bridge. He was too tired to walk any 
farther. He tried to walk but could not do so due to fatigue. So he sat down again in the 
dust. His action shows that he is a fatalist who has resigned himself to his fate. 


(iv) The old man says that he was taking care of his animals in San Carlos and he was quite 
happy there. But the captain had asked him to leave the place for fear of the artillery. The 
old man did not want to leave his animals behind. 


(v) The old man was obsessed with the thought of the safety of his animals. He was scared of 
the impending death of his animals. He was worried more about the safety of his animals 
than his own safety. This thought makes him dull and sad. 


Passage 5. 


() The old man was completely obsessed with the thought of the safety of his animals. The 
narrator had asked him to leave the place and go to Barcelona. But the old man was 
thinking only of his animals. He was ready to face the artillery. So the narrator thought 
that there was nothing to do about him as he had resigned himself to his fate. 
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The planes of the fascists could not fly as the weather was inclement and the sky was 
overcast. This could avert the danger of the old man being killed. The enemy planes 
would fail to strike that place. 


The old man says that he need not worry about a cat because cats can look after 
themselves. But he is more worried about the goats because they are helpless during the 
artillery fire. They cannot protect themselves in the war. 


The old man was a fatalist. He was more worried about the safety of his animals than his 
own safety. Though he was advised to catch a ride in a truck to Barcelona, he was not 
willing to do so. He was too tired to move any farther. 


The soldier bemoans the impending death of the old man. The soldier thinks that the old 
man’s luck is that the day is overcast and consequently the fascists are not able to launch 
their planes. He feels pity for the old man whose mind is gripped by the thought of the 
death of the animals. 


LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 


ASSIGNMENT 


Develop the following hints into your own answers : 
1. Hints 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 


old man—the fatalistic hero of the story 

concerned more about the safety of his own animals 

not worried about himself 

fears neither the artillery fire nor the planes launching their attack 
the fate of his animals obsesses his mind 


resigned to his fate 


2. Hints 


* 


There was nothing to do about the old man 


x — Old man’s fatalism and resignation despairs the narrator 
x The narrator's help not availed of by the old man 
x The old man concerned about the safety of his animals 
x unmindful of the danger to his life in case the enemy planes hit the place 
x the old man’s attitude reveals his desperation 
3. Hints 
x The story abounds in symbols and metaphors 
x  bridge—a symbol of uncertainty and dangers 
* pigeons symbolise peace and harmony 
x They are like the refugees who flee from the war to a safer place 
x catasymbol of independence and needs no one's help to survive 
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* goat symbol of sacrificial animal and represents the old man who reconciles himself with his 
impending death 
x the old man symbolizes the men and women who have to leave their homes as victims of 
war 
4. Hints 
x War impacts all 
* spreads panic and anxiety and scare of death all around 
x confusion and chaos prevail everywhere 
* old man suffers from depression 
* worried about the fate of his animals 
x War impacts even the soldier who is worried about the fellow soldiers 
x war shatters the confidence of the old man 
5. Hints 
* deals with the themes of depression, resignation and impending death 
* depicts impact of war on the old man 
x the old man gripped by panic, anxiety and depression 
* concerned not about himself but about his animals 
x — the soldier feels pity for the old man 
3. AHORSE AND TWO GOATS 
COMPREHENSION (UNSOLVED PASSAGES) 
Passage 1. 

(D) Muni had gone to the shop to get rice, dhal, spices, oil and one large potato on credit, 
but the shopman refused to give any item on credit. Rather, he was insulted by the 
shopman for making lame excuses and telling lies. He was disappointed and sad. He 
refers to his insult and disappointment as fatigue. 

(ii) Muni asks his wife to cook drumsticks in a sauce. In order to cook drumsticks, she needs 
rice, dhal, spices, oil and a potato, but not a single item is there in the kitchen. The 
shopman refuses to give him any item on credit. Rather he insults him. He comes back 
and tells everything to his wife. So Muni's wife gets angry and tells him “fast till the 
evening, it will do you good.” 

(i) Muni and his wife lead a poor life. They don't have anything to eat. Muni asks his wife to 
cook drumsticks in a sauce. But there is no sauce in the kitchen. Muni goes to the shop to 
get the essential items on credit, but the shopman refuses to give him any item on credit. 
Rather he insults him. He tells everything to his wife. So Muni's wife gets upset and angry 
because there is nothing to eat at home. She is upset and angry due to poverty and 
absence of eatables in the house. 

(iv) Muni went away to graze his goats without eating anything. She asked Muni not to come 
back home before sunset because she would somehow manage some food for him in the 
evening. 
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(v) She planned to go out and grind corn in the Big House, sweep or scrub somewhere, and 
earn enough to buy foodstuff and keep a dinner ready for him in the evening. 


Passage 2. 


(Ì Muni uttered weird cries from time to time to urge the goats to move on. He was 
absorbed in his own thoughts and therefore did not want to talk to anybody. 


(it) The shopman asked Muni to clear his previous debt, only then could he be given him 
some items of food. He also asked Muni not to make false excuses of getting money from 
his daughter. 


(iid Muni was actually over seventy, though he had told the shopman that he was only fifty. 
He always calculated his age from the great famine. 


(iv) Muni led his goats to a grassy spot near the horse statue on the edge of the village. He 
sat on the statue's pedestal while the goats grazed nearby. 


(v) Years of drought, a great famine and an epidemic ruined Muni's several cattle. At present 
he is left with two goats. 


Passage 3. 


(() Muni had the advantage of watching the highway and seeing the lorries and buses pass 
through the hills and it gave him a sense of belonging to a larger world. 


(ii) The statue of the horse was nearly life-size. It was moulded out of clay, baked, burnt and 
brightly coloured. Beside the horse stood a warrior with scythe-like moustachios, bulging 
eyes and acquiline nose. 


(i) Muni sat on the pedestal of the horse statue while his goats urged and bathed him 
meandered along to the foot of the horse statue on the edge of the village. 


(iv) The horse was as white as a dhobi-washed sheet and had had on its back a cover of pure 
brocade of red and black lace, matching the multi-coloured sash around the waist of the 
warrior. This was the splendour of the horse. 


The people of the village never noticed the splendour of the statue and so never recognized 
it. 


(v) The young village lads gashed tree trunks with knives and tried to topple off milestones 
and inscribed lewd designs on the walls. 


Passage 4. 


() As Muni drew a deep puff from the American cigarette, he started coughing. It was 
racking. His head began to reel with its effect. The American cigarette was made with 
roasted tobacco. 


(i) Muni thought that the card the American gave him was an arrest warrant for some big 
crime that he must have committed recently. 


(iid Muni wanted to beware of khaki lest he should be caught for some crime committed by 
him. He wanted to prove himself innocent. 


(iv) He thought of the impending danger of being arrested by the khaki man for some crime. 
He planned not to be caught but give explanation of his not being guilty. He did not want 
to run. 

(v) He tried to prove himself innocent by invoking God and swearing in his name that he 
knew nothing about any crime. Only God knows about the murder if ever committed 
anywhere. 
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Passage 5. 


() Muni refers to the case of murder that had taken place. He tells the American businessman 
that he knows nothing of the case. But the murderer would not be able to escape the law. 
He swears by God and says that he knows nothing about the murder. 


He is afraid to confront the American businessman because he thought the American 
businessman to be either a policeman or a soldier. 


(ii) Muni spoke in Tamil which the foreigner did not understand. So he nodded his head 
whatever Muni said about the murder. 


The foreigner asks Muni if he knew when this horse was made. 


(i) Muni promised the foreigner that if they found the murderer, they would hold him for 
him. They would bury him up to his neck in a coconut pit if he tried to escape. 


He told him that their village had clean record. The murderer must be from some other 
village. 


(iv) Muni, a South Indian Tamilian, speaks Tamil whereas the American businessman speaks 
English. They don’t understand each other's language, and so they are unintelligible to 
each other. Still they continue to converse with each other because the American wants to 
get the horse statue as Muni goes on talking of his innocence. 


(v) In the summer of last August, he was working in short sleeves in his office on the fortieth 
floor of the Empire State Building. There was a power failure that day. And he was stuck 
there for four hours because neither the elevator nor the air conditioning plant worked. 


Passage 6. 


(i) The foreigner spoke English and tried to make Muni understand that he was referring to 
the horse, but Muni did not understand because he did not know English. So the foreigner 
almost pinioned Muni's back to the statue and asked, “Isn't this statue yours ? Why don't 
you sell it to me?” Muni now understood that he was making reference to the horse. 


(i) The American businessman guessed that Muni was the owner of the statue of the horse 
by the way he sat on the pedestal of the statue of the horse. 


(iii) Muni followed the man's eyes and pointed fingers towards the statue and then dimly 
understood that the foreigner was talking about the horse. 


(iv) Muni felt relieved that the theme of the mutilated body had been abandoned. So, he 
began to talk about the horse enthusiastically. 


(v) Muni spoke Tamil in a stimulating manner and the foreigner listened to the sound of the 
language with fascination. He loved the sound of the language so much that he said, 
“Your language sounds wonderful.” 


Passage 7. 


(i) The foreigner was fascinated by the splendour of the white statue of the horse. He said 
that it looked marvellous and he wanted to buy it for himself. 


(i) Muni said that the horse was their guardian, and it meant death to the adversaries. At the 
end of Kali Yuga, this horse will come to life and redeem the world from destruction. 


(ii The foreigner assured Muni that he would have the best home for the statue in the U.S.A. 
In order to keep the horse in his house he would push away the bookcase or anything else. 
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(iv) Muni told the foreigner that the pundit in his discourse had said that this horse would 


grow bigger than the biggest wave when the ocean began to close over the earth. Then 
only this horse would be the saviour of only the good people. The bad would be 
doomed. 


(v) The foreigner, who understood by the tone of Muni's question that he was asked something, 


replied that he was not a millionaire, but a modest businessman and that his trade is 
coffee. 


LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 





ASSIGNMENT 


Develop the following hints into your own answers : 


1. Hints 
* misunderstanding due to different cultures and languages 
x The American in Khaki asks something in English about the statue 
x Muni thinks he is investigating a murder 
x Muni explains the mythological significance of the horse 
x American buys the horse statue 
x Muni thinks he has bought his goats 
x confusion increases as Muni reprimanded by wife 

2. Hints 
* humour affable and polite 
* weaknesses and foibles of characters evoke laughter 
* comic characters of Muni and the American 
* situational humour—wife's treatment with Muni 
x similar situation about the statue of the horse 
x Muni fearing visiting card to be arrest warrant 
* Muni's reply not in consonance with the questions asked 

3. Hints 
x ahumble dwelling of Muni in a remote village 
* acute poverty, facing starvation 
x effect of great famine on their lives 
x being of low caste, Muni not been to school 
x= leads a miserable life 
x — Muni's lack of education cause of confusion between Muni and the American 
x — life of acommon villager depicted realistically 
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4. HEARTS AND HANDS 
COMPREHENSION (UNSOLVED PASSAGES) 


Passage 1. 


(() Mr. Easton felt embarrassed because his old acquaintance, Miss Fairchild, saw him in 
handcuffs. He clasped her fingers with his left hand becuse his right hand was bound at 
the wrist by the shining ‘bracelet’ to the left of his companion. 


(it) He told Miss Fairchild that he would ask her to excuse the other hand because it was 
bound at the wrist by the shining ‘bracelet’ to the left of his companion. 


(it) The young woman noticed that Mr Easton, her old friend, was handcuffed to the man 
seated beside him. As Mr Easton greeted her, he raised his right hand bound at the wrist 
by the shining ‘bracelet’ to the left one of his companion. When she saw this, the glad 
look in her eyes changed to bewildered horror. 


(iv) Easton felt amused at the young woman's question about his being handcuffed and was 
about to speak again to explain the situation but the glumfaced man understood Easton's 
plight and stopped him from speaking. 


(v) The glum-faced man told the young woman that Mr Easton was a marshal and that they 
(Easton and the glum-faced man) were headed for Leavenworth prison. His remark relieved 
the young woman of her embarrassment. 


Passage 2. 


() The glum-faced man calls Mr Easton marshal. He does so in order to save Mr Easton from 
embarrassment. 


(i When Miss Fairchild sees Mr Easton, her old friend, in handcuffs, Mr Easton feels 
embarrassed. In order to remove Mr Easton's embarrassment, he tells Miss Fairchild that 
Mr Easton Is a marshal and they are headed for Leavenworth prison. 


(ii) He presents himself as a convict. He does so in order to save Easton from embarrassment. 


(iv) He tells Miss Fairchild that Mr Easton is taking him to Leavenworth prison in order to 
confirm that Mr Easton is a marshal and he is a convict. 


(v) He means to say that for committing the offence of counterfeiting, he is going to undergo 
imprisonment for seven years. He says so only to make Miss Fairchild believe that he 
himself is the counterfeiter. 


Passage 3. 


(Ò When the glum-faced person tells her that Mr Easton, her old friend is a marshal and not 
a convict, the glow in her cheeks returns. She calls Mr Easton marshal. 


(i) Mr Easton tells Miss Fairchild that his butterfly days were over in Washington. So he had 
to do something. In order to earn money he took up the job of a marshal. Though 
marshalship is not quite as high a position as that of an ambassador, yet it fetches him 
money. In this way he confirms that he is the marshal. 


(i) The young girl calls Mr Easton ‘a dashing Western hero’ because he has to do a difficult 
duty and face all kinds of dangers. He has to ride and shoot in dangerous situations. So 
he calls him ‘a dashing Western hero: 


[16] [Teacher’s Handbook-Treasure Trove : A Collection of ICSE Short Stories : WB] 


Page 16 of 68 


Downloaded from- t.me/cisceedu 


(iv) Miss Fairchild calls Mr Easton ‘a dashing Western hero’ because as a marshal he has to 
confront all kinds of dangerous situations. She says that he has to ride and shoot in 
several challenging situations. 


(v) She reacts favourably to his acceptance of a marshal’s job. She is very happy. Her eyes, 
fascinated, went back, widening a little to rest upon the glittering handcuffs. She wishes 
him goodbye with a promise to see him in Washington. 


Passage 4. 


(i) The girl felt happy to know that her friend had become a marshal. Her eyes glowed and 
now she was fascinated by the glittering handcuffs. So her eyes rested upon the glittering 
handcuffs. She was entertaining a pleasant thought of being a marshal’s friend. 


(ii) The other man calls Mr Easton marshal. So he comments that all marshals handcuff 
themselves to their prisoners to keep them from getting away. He praises Mr Easton by 
saying that he knows his job well. In fact, he praises Easton in handcuff because he wants 
to confirm that Mr Easton is a marshal. 


(id Mr Easton says that his butterfly days are over now. He no longer goes around places so 
frequently because he has to work for livelihood. He says so in response to Miss Fairchild'’s 
question, “Will you see me again soon in Washington?" 


(iv) She feels happy that her friend Mr Easton is a marshal and is well-placed. So she wishes 
to meet him in Washington. Thus she asks him if they will see him again soon in 
Washington. 


(v) The young girl reconciles herself with Mr. Easton's handcuff because she is assured that 
he is a marshal and not a convict. So she reconciles herself with Mr Easton's handcuffs. 


Passage 5. 


(Ù Mr Easton feels embarrassed when Miss Fairchild, his old friend, sees him in handcuffs. So 
in order to save Mr Eason from embarrasment, the glum-faced man calls Mr Easton 
marshal. He succeeds in his plan because Miss Fairchild believes in his assertion and 
thinks that Mr Easton is really a marshal and not a convict. 


(ii) The glum-faced man took Mr Easton to the smoker room in order to smoke as he had not 
smoked all day and he needed a drink. There was a smile on Mr Easton's face when they 
left for the smoker's room because he could be saved from the embarrassment from Miss 
Fairchild. 


(ii Mr Easton says that smoking a tobacco pipe is really a great friend of the unfortunate. In 
fact, the suggestion from the other person to go to the smoker's room Is a big relief to 
Mr Easton. 


(iv) The glum-faced man asked Mr Easton to accompany him to the smoker's room to smoke. 
So Mr. Easton told her that he was going to the smoker's room to smoke. He made this 
excuse and said goodbye to Miss Fairchild. 


(v) Easton asserted in the name of duty that he must go on to Leavenworth. So, he held out 
his hand for a farewell. 


Passage 6. 


(i) One of the two passengers remarks that Easton seems to be too young to be a marshal. 
Though Easton is bold and frank and handsome yet he hides something beneath his 
handsome face. This creates doubt about Easton being a marshal. 
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(i) The remark of the other passenger—did you ever know an officer to handcuff a prisoner 
to his right side’ confirms the doubts of the other passenger's opinion of Easton being a 
marshal. 


(iù The unexpected revelation about Mr Easton surprises the readers, when the two passengers 
in the train remark that Mr Easton is not a marshal, but a counterfeiter. They strike an 
ironical note. 


(iv) The true character of Mr Easton is revealed from the remarks of the two passengers. One 
passenger says that Mr Easton is too young to be a marshal. The other passenger says, 
“Did you ever know an officer to handcuff the prisoner to his right land”? 


a 


The unexpected remarks of the two passengers at the end of the story add charm and 
subtlety to the story and make it interesting. Thus the main interest of the story lies in its 
irony. There is a sting in the tail. 


LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 


ASSIGNMENT 


(v 


Develop the following hints into your own answers : 


1. 


[18] 


Hints 


x Miss Fairchild, an elegantly dressed woman, finds two passengers seat in front of her seat in 
a train compartment 


x she recognises one of them who is handsome 

* converses with the man named Mr Easton 

x discovers that the man is handcuffed 

x glad look in Fairchild's face fades 

x The other glum-faced man saves the situation 

Hints 

x Miss Fairchild greeted by Mr Easton in handcuffs 

x -she gets bewildered at Mr Easton's ‘bracelet’ at the wrist 

x MrEaston feels embarrassed, uncomfortable and tense 

x she surprised to learn that Mr Easton has discarded life in Washington 
x the rescue by the other person pretending to be himself a counterfeiter 
Hints 

x Mr Easton taken for a marshal 

x the glum-faced man, actually a marshal, taken to be the criminal 

* the woman named Miss Fairchild begins to believe the glum-faced person's statement 
* remarks by the other two passengers create doubt 

x anirony in the situation 


x the so-called marshal is the real counterfeiter 
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4. Hints 
interest of the story in the irony of the situation 
revealed by the remarks of two minor characters 
two handcuffed persons in a train 


Miss Fairchild recognises one of them 


* 
* 
* 
* 
x her bewilderment 
x Mr Easton's uneasiness and discomfort 
x the glum-faced person coming to Mr Easton's help 
* remarks by the two passengers reveal true identity 
x asting in the tail 
5. Hints 
a significant role 
Miss Fairchild recognises one of the handcuffed persons 


Mr Easton's discomfort 


* 
* 
* 
* the glum-faced persons saves the situation 
x invents a false story for the sake of the other 
* says that Mr Easton Is the marshal 

* 


all marshals handcuff themselves to their prisoners to keep them from getting away 


5. A FACE IN THE DARK 
COMPREHENSION (UNSOLVED PASSAGES) 


Passage 1. 


(Ò He carried a torch with him when he walked through the pine forest. He came across the 
figure of a boy who was sitting alone on a rock. 


(ii) The boy sat on the rock with his head hung down and he held his face in his hands and 
his body shook convulsively. 


(iii) Mr Oliver saw the strange figure of a boy. The boy produced a strange soundless voice of 
weeping. It made Mr Oliver uneasy. 


(iv) Mr Oliver asked the boy, “Well, what is the matter ? What are you crying for ? Tell me the 
trouble, look up." The face of the boy had no eyes, ears, nose or mouth. It was just a 
round, smooth head—with a school cap on top of it. 


(v) Mr Oliver got frightened and the torch fell down from his trembling hand. He got 
nervous and ran blindly through the trees and called for help. 


Passage 2. 


(() Mr Oliver moved closer to the boy in order to recognize the boy who held his face in his 
hands. 


(i) Mr Oliver sensed that there was something wrong when he saw the boy crying. It was a 
strange, soundless weeping. 


[Teacher’s Handbook-Treasure Trove : A Collection of ICSE Short Stories : WB] [19] 


Page 19 of 68 


Downloaded from- t.me/cisceedu 


(iii) His head hung down, and he held his face in his hands and his body shook convulsively. 
(iv) Mr Oliver felt uneasy when he heard a strange, soundless voice of weeping. 
(v) When Mr Oliver felt uneasy, he asked the boy in anger, “What is the matter?” Soon his 
anger gave way to concern when he asked the boy, “What are you crying for ?” 
Passage 3. 


() When Mr Oliver saw the face of the boy which had no eyes, ears, nose or mouth, he got 
frightened and his torch fell down from his trembling hand. 


(i When Mr Oliver saw the boy sitting alone on the rock at night in the pine forest, it 
appeared strange to him. He felt that the young boys should not stay away from their 
homes at that time of the night. So he told him that he should not be out there at that 
hour. 


(i) He got frightened and his torch fell down from his trembling hand. He ran blindly 
through the trees and called for help. 


(iv) He saw a lantern swinging in the middle of the path when he was running towards the 
school building. 


(v) Mr Oliver stumbled upto the watchman gasping for breath. He was nervous and frightened 
at that time. 
Passage 4. 
(i) The face of the boy that Mr Oliver saw in the pine forest had no eyes, nose or mouth. 


(i) When Mr Oliver saw the face of the boy which had no eyes, nose or mouth, he got 
frightened. His torch fell down from his trembling hand. He ran blindly through the trees 
and called for help. 


(iii) The watchman found Mr Oliver nervous and frightened. Seeing his nervous condition, the 
watchman asked him if there had been an accident and further asked him why he was 
running. 

(iv) Mr Oliver answered that he had seen something horrible and added that he had seen a 
boy weeping in the forest, and he had no face. 

(v) The watchman raised the lamp to his face and asked him if he meant it had been like 
that. 


Passage 5. 


(() Mr Oliver's hands trembled on seeing a boy in a strange posture. He had no eyes, ears, 
nose or mouth. 

(i) On seeing the boy's strange face, Mr Oliver trembled and the torch fell from his hand. He 
turned and scrambled down the path, running blindly through the trees and calling for 
help. 

(iit) Mr Oliver saw a lantern swinging in the middle of the path. It was held by a strange 
looking watchman. 

(iv) The boy's face looked horrible to Mr Oliver because the boy who had no face, no eyes, no 
ears was weeping alone in the forest. 

(v) The watchman was surprised to listen from Mr Oliver that the boy had no eyes, nose 
mouth at all. 
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ASSIGNMENT 


(LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS ) 


Develop the following hints into your own answers : 
1. Hints 
elements of mystery, strangeness and supernaturalism 
setting of the story—in a pine forest outside Simla, at night 
coming across a boy at night 
the boy's face—no eyes, nose, mouth, just a round head with a school cap on 


* 
* 
* 
* 
x weeping of the boy with soundless cries 
x running through the pine trees by Oliver 
* meeting a watchman, strange boy 
* Oliver's figment of imagination 
2. Hints 
Mr Oliver returning through the pine forest one late night 
carries a torch with him 
saw the figure of a boy sitting alone on a rock 
asked the boy what he was doing there 
soundless weeping and cries of the boy 
torch fell down from Oliver's hand on seeing the boy's face 


had no eyes, ears, nose, mouth 


+ + + % +% HF KH * 


Oliver scrambled through the trees calling for help 
3. Hints 

Mr Oliver taking shortcut route through pine trees 
in the light of the torch saw the figure of a boy 

the boy crying sitting on a rock 

Oliver felt uncomfortable and uneasy 

felt frightened as he looked up at the boy 

the boy had no eyes, ears, nose, mouth 


torch fell down from Oliver's hand 


+ + + % + + KH + 


scrambled down the path and cried for help 


6. AN ANGEL IN DISGUISE 
COMPREHENSION PASSAGES (SOLVED) 


Passage 1. 


(i) The village people looked at Maggie with pity but no one wanted to take charge of her 
because she was a crippled child and was unable to leave her bed of her own. She was 
dependent on others. 
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(i) The village women brought cast-off garments for Maggie. They removed her soiled and 
ragged clothes and dressed her in clean attire. Maggie touched many hearts by her sad 
eyes and patient face. 


(i) The rough man suggested that Maggie should be left in the poorhouse. It would be a 
good place for her. There she would be kept clean, have healthy food and would be 
provided with medical aid. 


(iv) A few neighbours came to mourn the drunken woman's death, but none followed the 
dead cart as it contained the unhonoured remains of a poor woman. 


(v) Jones, the farmer, placed John, the eldest son of the dead woman, in his wagon and 
drove away. He was satisfied that he had done his part by taking the responsibility of 
John. 


Passage 2. 


(i) Joe Thompson was a kind hearted wheelwright. He said that it was a cruel thing to leave 
Maggie, the helpless girl in such a miserable condition. 

(i) Joe Thompson felt pity for Maggie, the crippled child. But he did not know what to do 
with her. He was puzzled for a while, but then went back to Maggie's hovel out of 
compassion for her. He observed that she had raised herself to an upright position and 
was sitting on the bed. Maggie told Joe Thompson, “Don't leave men here all alone.” 

(iii Though Joe Thompson was rough in exterior, he was kind-hearted from within. He liked 
children and loved their company. Joe Thompson assured Maggie that she would not be 
left alone there. 


(iv) Joe Thompson treated Maggie kindly. He wrapped her in clean bed clothes and took her 
to his house. 


(v) Mrs. Thompson, who happened to be childless, was not a woman of saintly temper. She 
did not believe in doing something good for other. Seeing Maggie she became very 
angry. His face was in flame. 
Passage 3. 


() Maggie was startled to hear these words from Mrs Thompson. She shrank out of fear, 
against Mr Thompson. 


(ii) Joe Thompson told his wife that he thought women's hearts were sometimes very hard. 
He placed Maggie in the little chamber of his house. 


(iid Mrs Thompson's tone was full of anger and astonishment. Her face was red with anger. 


(iv) Usually Joe Thompson remained out of his wife's way. He kept silent and remained non- 
combative whenever she talked about some subject. 


(v) Joe Thompson confronted his wife with firmness and resoluteness. He noticed that his 
resolute bearing had impressed his wife. 


Passage 4. 


(i) Joe didn't admit Maggie in the poor house because he had to see the guardians of the 
poor house and obtain a permit before he took Maggie to the poor house. 


(ii) Joe Thompson referred to the Bible in order to tell her that the Saviour rebuked those 
disciples who did not receive children kindly. He wanted to convey to his wife that those 
who loved the children and looked after them kindly would be rewarded. 
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(iii) Joe pleaded with his wife in an impressive tone to keep Maggie in their home for a single 
night. He assured her that he would admit her in the poorhouse the next morning. Also 
he referred to the Bible to impres upon her that the Saviour had asked his disciples to 
love children and treat them kindly. He turned his head away so that the moisture in his 
eyes might not be seen. 


(iv) Joe's words had a positive impact on Jane Thompson. After hearing his words, she did not 
answer but a soft feeling crept into her heart. 


(v) Joe told her to look at Maggie kindly and speak to her kindly, and to think of her dead 
mother, and the loneliness, the pain, the sorrow that must be on all her coming life. The 
softness of his heart brought eloquence to Joe's lips. 


Passage 5. 


() Mr Thompson advised his wife to be kind towards Maggie. He asked her to think of 
Maggie's mother and the loneliness, the pain and the sorrow that she had to suffer in her 
coming life. 

He felt that it would be best to leave her alone with the child because he had observed a 
change in her state of mind. 


(it) A light shining through the little chamber windows was the first thing that attracted Joe's 
attention when he returned after day's work. He was relieved when he saw Mrs Thompson 
sitting by Maggie's bed and talking to her. 

(ii) He found a change in his wife's attitude towards Maggie. She was sitting by Maggie's bed 
and talking to her. He noticed that they were conversing with each other. He saw that 
Maggie's eyes were fixed upon his wife, and that her expression was sad and tender but 
he saw nothing of bitterness or pain. 

Joe did not go immediately to the little chamber. He found that his wife had been busy 
talking to Maggie. He thought it proper not to refer to the child because he did not want 
to show any extraordinary concern about Maggie. 

(iv) Maggie looked at Joe tenderly, gratefully, and pleadingly when he entered her little 
bedroom. Joe noticed that Maggie had an attractive face and it was full of childish 
sweetness. 

(v) He asked her if her name was Maggie. She replied in the positive. While saying so, her 
voice struck a chord that quivered in a low strain of music. 


Passage 6. 


() Maggie's back pain started that morning. It hurt her when Thompson carried her. The soft 
bed on which Thompson had laid her gave her relief. 
(it) Joe had noticed that his wife was talking to Maggie quite amiably. She told Thompson 
abruptly that they would keep Maggie for a day or two because she was very weak. 
(it) Mrs Thompson toasted a slice of bread, softened it with milk and butter and gave it to 
Maggie with a cup of tea. 
(iv) Maggie's gratitude awoke in Mrs Thompson old human feelings which had been slumbering 


in her heart for ten years. Mrs Thompson told Joe that Maggie won't be so much in her 
way for a day or two, i.e. she was ready to keep her at her home for a day or two. 


(v) Joe did not see the guardians of the poor because they had decided to keep the girl at 
their home. He expected that in less than a week Mrs Thompson would leave the idea of 
sending Maggie to the almshouse. 


[Teacher’s Handbook-Treasure Trove : A Collection of ICSE Short Stories : WB] [23] 


Page 23 of 68 


Downloaded from- t.me/cisceedu 


Passage 7. 


() Maggie brought to the home of Joe Thompson light and blessing. Before the arrival of 
Maggie. Joe and his wife had been leading dark, cold and miserable life. 


(ii) Before Maggie came Mrs Thompson was sore, irritable, ill-tempered and self-afflicting. 


(ii Sweetness of the sick Maggie, looking at her in love, gratitude and patience had 
transformed her life. 


(iv) Mrs Thompson's behaviour underwent a complete change. She carried Maggie in her 
heart as well as her arms. 


(v) The angel referred to here is Maggie. She brought in the life of Joe Thompson the 
sunshine of love which filled all the dreary chambers with light of joy. 


LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 


ASSIGNMENT 


Develop the following hints into your own answer : 


1. 


[24] 


Hints 

* the mother of three children, an alcoholic 

x inadrunken fit, fell, died 

x left unfortune children, especially Maggie 

x Maggie, hopelessly disceased, crippled, disabled 
x after her mother's death, none ready to adopt her 
x the disabled, need love and care 

Hints 

x Maggie, a crippled girl 

* mother died in a drunken state 

x Joe Thompson, took pity, took her home 

x fears his wife begs her to treat the girl kindly 

x refers to the Bible, Saviour taught disciples to love children 
x wife grows fond of Maggie, a blessing 

x decides to keep Maggie 

Hints 

x alcoholism, acondemnable vice 

x the mother died in a drunken fit 

x unfortunate children, left at the mercy of neighbours 
* John, a boy of twelve, taken by farmer Jones 

x Kate, between ten and eleven, taken by Mrs Ellis 

x Maggie, unfortunate cripple, none ready to take 
* taken by Joe Thompson 
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7. THE LITTLE MATCH GIRL 
COMPREHENSION (UNSOLVED PASSAGES) 


Passage 1. 


(.) She huddled down in a heap in a corner formed by two houses to escape the cold. She 
tucked her little feet underneath herself. In spite of this she felt colder and colder. 


(i) She was scared of her father because he was very harsh, strict and cruel. Her father would 
beat her when she failed to sell the matches and earn money. 


(iii) The roof above the little girl’s home had many cracks through which the wind whistled. 
The largest cracks in the roof were stuffed with straw and rags. Even then the cold wind 
passed through them. 


(iv) Due to extreme cold the little girl's fingers had become numb. She lit a match to warm 
her fingers. The match had a warm bright flame like a tiny candle. When she held her 
hand over the flame she felt its comforting warmth. 


(v) The fire produced by lightening a match gave out a warm bright flame. It looked like a 
tiny candle. The girl held out her hand over it and felt its warmth. 


Passage 2. 


(i) The stove that she had visualized in the light of the burning match vanished when the 
flame of the match went out. 


(iù She visualized that she was sitting under the most beautiful Christmas tree. It was much 
larger and lovelier than the one she had seen last year through the glass doors of the rich 
merchant's house. 


(ii She visualized that thousands of candles were burning on the green branches and little 
painted figures, like she had seen in shop windows, looked down on her. 

(iv) The candles on the Christmas tree rose higher and higher through the air. Then they 
turned into bright stars. 


(v) The little girl said that someone was dying because her grandmother had told her that 
whenever a Star fell, a soul went up to God. Now that she had seen a star falling, she 
concluded that someone was dying. 


Passage 3. 


(Ð) The Christmas tree that she visualized was better because there were many candles on the 
tree. They were shining brightly. As soon as she reached forward with both hands the 
match went out and the tree disappeared. 


(i) She observed that the candles on the Christmas tree rose higher and higher through the 
air and then they turned into bright stars. 


(iiD The little girls’ grandmother who was now dead, had told her that whenever a star falls a 
soul goes up to heaven. 


(iv) The little girl lighted another match and visualized her grandmother who stood before 
her, a bright and shining figure looking extremely kind, gentle and loving. 


(v) The little girl told her grandmother that she knew that she (grandmother) would disappear 
when the match was burnt out. She quickly struck all the matches because she wanted to 
keep her grandmother with her. 
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Passage 4. 


() When the matches flared up, it was brighter than broad daylight. In this light, the 
grandmother appeared extremely beautiful and majestic. 


(i) The grandmother took the little girl in her arms and flew high up to heaven, the world of 
glory and joy where God lived. 


(iii) Cold, hunger and fear had no effect on the grandmother and the little girl because they 
were both now in heaven with God. 


(iv) On the last evening of the year, the little girl could not endure the biting cold of winter 
night and she got frozen to death. 


(v) People said that the little girl was tyring to warm herself. They did not know what 
beautiful visions the girl had seen and in what a blaze of glory she had entered into the 
heavenly joy of a new year with her grandmother. 


LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 


ASSIGNMENT 


Develop the following hints into your own answers : 


L 


[26] 


Hints 

bitterly cold, snow was falling 

little girl bareheaded and barefoot 

lost her slippers, feet red and blue with cold 
picture of hunger, misery 

smell of roasted goose, New Year Eve 


afraid of her strict father, dared not go home 


+ + % % + Æ% + 


had sold no matches, frozen to death 

Hints 

x pathetic tale of poor, little girl, sells matches 

x walks along the street, bareheaded, naked feet 

x New year's Eve, extremely cold, fails to sell matches 

x fears her cruel father—flakes of snow cover her hair 

* sits in a corner between two houses 

x — lits the match, comfortable, visualizes magnificent Christmas tree 
* another match, someone is dead 

x life full of pain, tells grandmother to take her with her 
x death comes to her rescue 

Hints 

x poor little girl, sells matches, bareheaded, naked feet 
x fails to sell, fears her father 


x starts lighting matches to keep warm 
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last match, visualizes her grandmother, who is dead 
asks her, take me with you 
told her, a star falls, someone dies 


fears her grandmother would disappear 


+ + % + œ+ 


lights all the matches, life full of pain and agony 


8. THE BLUE BEAD 


COMPREHENSION (UNSOLVED PASSAGES) 
Passage 1. 


(ù During her childhood, Sibia had been husking corn, gathering sticks, putting dung to dry, 
cooking and weeding, fetching water and cutting grass for fodder. 


(i) She went with her mother and some other women to get paper grass from the cliff above 
the river. 


(iid The women toiled to collect the paper grass for the whole day and then brought it down 
by bullock cart to the railhead and then sold it to the agent. The agent despatched it to 
the paper mills. 


(iv) Sibia carried with her sickle and homemade hayfork. 


She could not skip on the way back because she had a great load to carry and ached with 
tiredness. 


(v) Some of the women going along with Sibia and her mother were wearing necklaces made 
of lal-lal beeges, the shiny scarlet seeds, black at one end, which grew everywhere in 
Jungle. 


Passage 2. 


(i) The crocodile came to rest in the glassy shallows among logs. He balanced himself 
there on tiptoe on the rippled sand, with only his raised eyes out of water and raised 
nostrils. 


(tt) The big crocodile lay motionless in the river because he was waiting for food. His formidable 
body lay lapped by ripples a throb in his throat. His mouth was closed and fixed in an evil 
smile. 


(iid The big crocodile fed mostly on fish, but also on deer and monkeys who came to drink 
and on a duck or two. Sometimes, he fed on a pi-dog or a skeleton cow. 


(iv) Sometimes the crocodile went down to the burning ghats and found the half-burned 
bodies of Indians thrown into the river. 


(v) The blue bead was not a gem. It was only a sand worn glass that had been rolling about 
in the river for a long time. It was perforated right through the neck of a bottle perhaps. 


Passage 3. 


(ù The women passed by a Gujar encampment of grass huts where the nomadic grazier lived 
when they went towards the river. 


(i) The Gujar women wore trousers, tight and wrinkled at the ankles and large silver rings 
made of melted rupees in their ears. 
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(iii) The Gujar men and boys were out of the camp. Perhaps they were with their herd or they 
had gone to the bazaar to sell their produce. 


(iv) Sibia noticed that the buffaloes were standing about, creatures of great wet noses, and 
moving jaws and gaunt black bones. 


(v) They were called junglis because they were born and bred in the forest. For centuries they 


had been getting their living from animals and from grass trees. They scratched their food 
together and stored their substances in large herds and silver jewellery. 


Passage 4. 


(i) The Gujars had been getting their living from animals, from grass and trees. They used to 
scratch their food together and store their substance in large herds and silver jewellery. 

(ii) The women laughed and bickered about as they approached the river in a noisy crowd. 
They girded up their skirts, and jumped from stone to stone, clanked their sickles and 
forks together as they crossed the river. They also shouted their quarrels above the gush 
of river. 


(iid They crossed the river in a happy mood. They laughed and bickered about. They shouted 
their quarrels above the gush of water. 


(iv) Noise frightens the crocodiles. The big crocodile did not move because he was waiting till 
food came to him. His posture was to deceive other creatures. 


(v) The women clanked their sickles and forks together above their shoulders and climbed 
the still hillside to get at the grass great turtles, mahseer and crocodiles in the river. 
Passage 5. 


(D) When Sibia was halfway over, she put her load down on a boulder. She did so in order to 
take rest. A Gujar woman came there at the same moment. 


(i) A Gujar woman came with two gurrahs to the water on the other side of the bank to get 
good clean water. She knew she would get there water without sand. 


(iii) When the Gujar woman came within a yard of the crocodile, the crocodile suddenly 
Jumped out of the water and lunged at her. 


(iv) The woman screamed, dropped both brass pots with a clatter on a boulder. She recoiled 
from the crocodile, but his jaws closed on her leg as she slipped and fell on the stone and 
clutched one of the timber logs to save herself. 

(v) The crocodile pulled on the woman's leg thrashing his mighty tail to and fro and trying to 
drag her down in the deeps of the pool. 


Passage 6. 


(.) With all the force of her little body, Sibia drove the hayfork at the crocodile’s eyes and 
one prong went in-right in-while its pair scratched past on the horny cheek. 


(ii) Sibia aimed at the crocodile’s eyes to harm him. She used her hayfork to attack the 
crocodile so that she could save the woman from him. 


(ii The crocodile was attacked and hit in the eye with hayfork by Sibia. The crocodile reared 
up in convulsion and then disappeared. 

(iv) The crocodile would die soon, but his death would not be known for days. It would be 
known only when the crocodile’s body filled with gas would float upside down above 
water among the logs at the timber boom. 
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(v) Sibia got her arms round the fainting woman, and somehow dragged her out from the 
water. She stopped her wounds with sand and bound them with rag and took her to her 
home. 


Passage 7. 


(.) Sibia took the wounded Gujar woman to her home in Gujar encampment where the men 
made a litter to carry her to some doctor for treatment. 


(i) Sibia wanted to pick up the fork lying in the river. Luckily, it had not been carried away by 
the flowing water. She saw a blue bead in the water. 


(ii Sibia twisted the blue bead into the top of her skirt against her tummy so that she would 
know if the skirt burst and it fell down. Then she picked up her fork, sickle and the heavy 
load of grass and went home. 


(iv) Sibia's mother was apprehensive. She feared something must have happened to Sibia that 
she had not arrived. 


(v) Sibia told her mother that she had found a blue bead for her necklace. Very cleverly she 
did not tell her mother about the encounter with the crocodile. 


LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 


Develop the following hints into your own answers : 
1. Hints 
x  Sibia, a girl of 12, lived in mud house 
x went with mother to get paper grass 
* onthe way back, hung back to see clay cups 
a woman came with too pitchers 
attacked by the crocodile, screamed 
Sibia took hayfork, attacked crocodile 


left the woman, reared up in convulsion 


+ + % + + 


saved life of Gujar woman, did not tell anyone about it, told mother, found a blue bead 
2. Hints 
x  Sibia, brave, selfless, helpful 
x rare courage, presence of mind, saving the Gujar woman 
x bold, courageous, fearless, alive, alert 
* attacks the crocodile with hayfork 
* modest, does not tell her mother, about her brave act 
3. Hints 
x writer gives details about the crocodile 
x to establish his formidable size and strength 
x live in Indian rivers, twice the length of man 
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x blackish brown, ferocious, evil bony smile 
x fed on fish, deer, monkeys, ducks 


x details given to highlight Sibia’s act of bravery 


9. MY GREATEST OLYMPIC PRIZE 
COMPREHENSION (UNSOLVED PASSAGES) 


Passage 1. 


(i He was surprised to see a tall boy named Luz Long, a German athlete, hitting the pit at 
almost 26 feet on his practice leaps. 


(ii) A German athlete named Luz Long startled Jesse Owens. Jesse Owens was told about Luz 
Long that Hitler had kept him under wraps, evidently hoping to win the jump with him. 

(iid Jesse thought that if Long won, it would add some new support to the Nazis’ Aryan 
superiority theory. 

(iv) Jesse was angry with Hitler because Hitler childishly insisted that his performers were 
members of a ‘Master Race’. He disliked Nazis ‘Aryan-superiority theory’. 


(v) Jesse, the American Negro athlete, was determined to participate in the Olympic Games 
and show the master race who was superior and who wasn't. 


Passage 2. 


(() Every coach tells the athletes that an angry athlete will always commit mistakes. So they 
should not lose the balance of mind. They should remain calm. 


(it) He failed to qualify for the finals in the room in the Olympic village to thank him. I knew 
that if it hadn't been for him I probably wouldn't be jumping in the finals the following 
day. We sat in his quarters and talked for 2 hours—about track and field, ourselves, the 
world situation, a dozen other things. 


(ii Jesse cursed himself thinking why he had come 3000 miles. Was it only to foul out of the 
trials and make fool of himself ? 


(iv) Jesse kicked disgustedly at the dirt. Luz Long, the German athlete had easily qualified for 
the finals in the first attempt. 


(v) Jesse was feeling nervous because he had failed twice in the qualifying jumps for the 
finals. He was trying to hide his nervousness by walking a few yards from the pit. 


Passage 3. 


(i) Long took pains to reassure Jesse of his capability. He told him that he (Jesse) would be 
able to qualify for the finals with his eyes closed. This made him feel good. 


(ii) Although Long had been schooled in the Nazi youth movement, he did not believe in the 
Hitler's Aryan-supremacy theory. 

(iii Luz Long was an inch taller than Jesse Owens. He had a lean, mascular frame and clear 
eyes. He had blond hair and a strikingly handsome chiselled face. 


(iv) Long told him that he should draw a line a few inches in back of the board and aim at 
making his take-off from there. That way he would be sure not to foul and he would jump 
far enough to qualify. 


[30] [Teacher’s Handbook-Treasure Trove : A Collection of ICSE Short Stories : WB] 


Page 30 of 68 


Downloaded from- t.me/cisceedu 


(v) Long told Jesse that he should draw a line a few inches in back of the board and aim at 
making his take-off from there. This suggestion removed Jesse's tension. He drew a line a 
full foot in back of the board and jumped from there. He easily qualified with almost a 
foot to spare. 
Passage 4. 


() Long had told Jesse that he should draw a line a few inches in back of the board and aim 
at making his take-off from there. This suggestion removed all his tension. He went to Luz 
Long's room to thank him for this suggestion. 


(i Jesse carried a feeling of friendship with him after talking to Long for two hours. Long 
wanted him to do his best—even if that meant his winning. 


(tit) Long broke his own past record. He congratulated Jesse for winning the gold medal by 
1 
Jumping 26 feet 5 16 inches. 
(iv) Hitler reacted angrily and glared at them from the stands not a hundred yards away when 


Long congratulated him by shaking hand with him. 


(v) We understand that Luz Long was a true sportsman. He did not feel jealous of Jesse at his 
winning the gold medal. He gave a genuine smile at his victory. 


Passage 5. 


(i) Jesse Owens did not tell Long what was troubling him. In fact, he was feeling jealous of 
Long, whom Hitler had kept under wraps. Moreover Long had easily qualified for the 
finals. 


(i) Jesse acted on the suggestion of Long. He drew a line a few inches in the back of the 
board and jumped from there. He easily qualified for the finals with a foot to spare. 


(ii) Long showed true sportsmanship on the victory of Jesse Owens. He congratulated Jesse 
for winning the gold medal in the Olympics. 


(iv) Hitler did not like Jesse's winning the gold medal. He had kept Long under wraps and he 
was sure that Long would win. But Long not only lost in the Olympics but also congratulated 
Jesse for his victory. That is why he glared at both of them. 


(v) Pierre de Coubertin was the founder of modern Olympic games. According to him the 
true spirit of the Olympics lies not in winning but in taking part. The essential thing in life 
is not conquering but fighting well. 


LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 


ASSIGNMENT 


Develop the following hints into your own answers : 
1. Hints 
x LuzLong, a tall, lean athlete with mascular body 
kept under wraps to win long jump event 
epitome of true sportsmanship 
observed Jesse's nervousness 
gave him a tip to qualify for the finals 


t+ + + H+ * 


congratulated Jesse on his victory, not afraid of Hitler 
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2. Hints 
x Jesse Owens, American Negro athlete 
x trained hard for six years, to participate in Olympics 
x Hitler believed Aryan Supremacy theory 

trained Luz Long; kept under wraps 

Jesse fouled in qualifying jumps 

Long gave a tip 


Jasse confidently drew the line jumped from there, qualified 


+ + % + + 


Long and Jesse, became friends 


* won gold medal, jumped 26 feet 5 = inches 
x Long congratulated him 
3. Hints 
x Jesse Owens, came for broad jump trial, hoped to win 
* surprised to see a tall German athlete (Luz Long) 


hitting the pit at almost 26 feet on practice leaps 


x unhappy with Hitler's ways 
* leaped from several inches beyond the take off board for a foal 
x felt upset 
* second jump, fouled worse, very sad, nervous 
COMPREHENSION (UNSOLVED PASSAGES) 
Passage 1. 


() Margot described the sun as a penny. She also described it like a fire burning in the 
stone. 


(it) The children disliked Margot and taunted her. One of the boys started playing jokes with 
her. 


(iid The other children surged about her, caught her up and bore her back into a tunnel, a 
room or a closet. Here they slammed the door and locked her. 


(iv) Margot pleaded with them, cried and asked them not to lock her in the room. She beat at 
the door wildly and threw herself against it. 


(v) When the sun came out, it was the colour of flaming bronze. It was very large. The sky 
around it was a blazing blue tile colour, and the jungle burned with its light. 


Passage 2. 


(Ð The children became very happy. Released from their spell, they rushed out, yelling into 
the springtime. 


(ii) The teacher warned the students not to go too far because they had only two hours to 
enjoy in the sunlight. 
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(iu) The children said that the sun was better than sun lamps. They took off their jackets to let 
the sunlight burn their arms. 


(iv) Some of the children lay out on the jungle mattress. Others ran among the trees and 
played hide and seek and tag. But most of them squinted at the sun until the tears ran 
down their faces. 


(v) They ran for an hour. They stopped running only when one of the girls wailed. 


Passage 3. 


(i) The girl held out her hand to the other children to show a huge single raindrop in her 
opened palm. 


(ii) The children began to walk back when a few drops of rain fell on their cheeks. Their smile 
vanished away because the sun faded and a cold wind began to blow. 


(iii) A boom of thunder startled the children. So they tumbled upon each other and ran. 


(iv) The children stopped in the doorway and closed the door to escape the rain. They heard 
the gigantic sound of the rain falling in tons. 


(v) One of the children remembered Margot and cried the name of Margot. She said that 
Margot was still in the closet where they had locked her. They stood as if someone had 
driven them, like so many stakes, into the floor. They looked at each other and then 
looked away. 


Passage 4. 


(i) Their faces became pale and solemn because they painfully realized that now they would 
be devoid of the sunlight for many years. 


(i) They looked at their hands and feet, faces down because they realized that they had 
committed a very bad action in locking Margot in. They regretted their mistake. 


(ii One of the girls reminded the children that they had locked Margot in. When no one 
moved she suggested them to go and bring her out of the room. 


(iv) When it began to rain heavily, one of the girls reminded the other girls about Margot 
whom they had locked in the closet. But no one moved towards the closet to let 
Margot out. Then one girl asked the others to move on towards the closet and let 
Margot out. 


(v) Margot had been hidden in a closet. The children unlocked the door of the closet and let 
Margot out. 


Passage 5. 
(Ò) The reminder that Margot was still in the closet where they had locked her startled her. 


(i) When a cold wind began to blow, the children turned and started to go back towards the 
underground house. 


(iit) They asked their teacher if the scientists were sure that the sun would rise that day. 


(iv) One of the children i.e. Margot gave muffled cries because she had been locked forcibly 
in a room by the other children. 


(v) They were nervous because they feared that their mischief of locking Margot in a room 
might not result in something disastrous. 
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LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS 


Develop the following hints into your own answers : 


Hints 


1. 


[34] 


* 


nine years old children living on Venus 


x seven years continuous rains 

* prediction of the scientists on sunrise for a short time 
x — children having no memory of how the sun looks 

x only Margot who has many memories of the sun 

x ina depressed state of mind 

x children dislike Margot 

* sun appears when rain stops 

x children in a cheerful and playful mood 

* changes in weather, rain once again 

* attitude towards Margot changes 

x ~ sun—life giving for the landscape 

Hints 

x Margot, a thin, pale girl 

* depressed without sun 

* had lived in Ohio, until she was five 

x has memories of the sun 

x other children resented her, disliked her, locked her ina closet 
x Margot refuse to participate in classroom activities 
* sun appears, all children undergo a change 

x let Margot out of the closet 

Hints 

* appearance of the sun, significant 

x children, passive physically and mentally 

x lack of sunlight dried their compassion 

* spend some time in sunlight 

x regain compassion, consideration for others 

x the ending meaningful 

x attitude of other children changes 
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SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 


1. CHIEF SEATTLE'S SPEECH 


(a) Hints 

pleads for the spirit of accommodation 

ready to forget the past hostilities 

thanks the White Chief for his generosity 

assures that the warriors of his tribe will prove a strength to the white people 


considers the White Chief's proposition sympathetically 


+ + +*+% * HF + 


expects better treatment from the white people 


(b) Chief Seattle rues about one thing. He feels that the God of the White people loves his own 
people and hates the tribal people (the Red Children) and therefore cannot be their God. 
He has abandoned his Red Children. He, then, refers to his own God, the great spirit, who 
also seems to have abandoned them. He complains that the God of the white people does 
not love his people and therefore does not protect them. They feel like orphans who can 
look nowhere for help. It is in this context that he remarks that they are two distinct races 
with separate origins and separate destinies. There is little in common between them. 


(c) Chief Seattle regrets that the White people have not cared to treat the Red people like their 
brethren and as such there have been hostilities between the White and the Red people. He 
philosophises the issue that time is a great leveller and there exists a common destiny for 
both the White and the Red people. He feels that tribe follows tribe, and nation follows 
nation, like the waves of the sea. It is the order of nature, and regret is useless. The time of 
decay of the white may be distant, but it will surely come, for even the white man whose 
God walked and talked with him as friend to friend, cannot be exempt from the common 


destiny. 
SET-II 


(a) Hints 

the proposition made by the good father 

the tribals to be protected by the White leaders 

the brave warriors to act as strong wall of defence 

the Chief's condition to accept the proposal 

the Red not to be denied the right access to the tombs of their ancestors 


every part of the soil sacred to the tribals 


+ + 4 4% + + + 


the White should not exile them in their own land 


(b) Chief Seattle is gifted with a commanding tone and powerful, persuasive language. He is the 
undisputed leader of The Suquamish tribe. He speaks in a clear and straightforward voice. 
His speech is brilliant, argumentative and logical. He is not rash or short-tempered. He 
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advocates peace and stability. He knows that anger will lead to more bloodshed and 
destruction. He is quite wise, profound and philosophical. Though his mood changes during 
the speech, yet he does not forget his main line of argument. He makes use of extensive 
literary devices to strike his point of view powerfully. 


The Chief speaks from the heart and strikes a note of reconciliation in his speech, expecting 
closer bonds of amity between the White and the Red people. He fondly remembers how 
this land was once inhabited by mothers, happy maidens and dear children, who are now 
lying in their graves. The speaker envisions a time in the distant future when the last Red 
Man shall have perished and the memory of his tribe will have turned into a myth among 
the White Men. It is then that these shores will be filled up again with the invisible dead of 
his tribe. When the coming generations of the white people will think themselves alone in 
the field, the store, the shop or anywhere else, they will find the returning hosts who once 
inhabited these places. He firmly says : “The White Man will never be alone”. 


Hints 

x fights and hostilities between the White and the local tribals in the past. 
x the tribals being pushed westwards by the white 

* the Chief's wish for hostilities never to return 

x hostilities do not attain anything 

x  theold tribal people never revengeful 

x Chief's hope, the White father in Washington would protect them. 


Chief Seattle strikes a note of reconciliation and spirit of accommodation in his powerful 
speech which he delivered in at Washington in 1854. He puts forward foreceful arguments 
in favour of ecological responsibility and respect of native Americans and their rights. He is 
opposed to hostilities between his tribal people (the Red children) and the white people 
because they lead to revenge, hatred, enmity and death. Therefore, he opts for peace and 
reconciliation. In the past, there were hostilities between the local tribals and the white 
invaders. He does not wish for the resumption of those hostilities. He expresses a hope that 
their good father in Washington would protect them and his brave warriors would prove to 
be a great wall of strength against their ancient enemies. There would be, he hopes, an era 
of goodwill and amity in the future when the white people would no longer frighten their 
younger brothers (the locals). 


The Chief's mind is filled with dark thoughts at the present scenario when he sees the 
hostilities and conflicts between the white and the red people. At one stage he thinks that 
‘The Indians’ night promises to be dark’. The lot of the Red Indians had always been 
miserable. Tracing the history, Chief Seattle rues that the Red Indians originally occupied the 
whole land of America. But after the discovery of America by Columbus, the European 
nations began to occupy more and more of the land and the Red people had to move 
away farther and farther for their security. Now the situation is dismal for the native tribals. 
The speaker says in a melancholy note that nobody knows where the natives will pass the 
remnant of their days. Grim Fate is hounding out the Red Man. The Red Man is more like a 
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doe which has been wounded by the hunter. The speaker is apprehensive about the future. 
It is possible that the original natives of this land will be completely wiped out by the 
invading forces and nobody will be left behind to mourn over the graves of the dead. The 
speaker talks philosophically saying that the white people too would face the harsh reality 
of the times that spares none. 


2. OLD MAN AT THE BRIDGE 


SET-I 
(a) Hints 


x- the story of an old man afflicted with worry and anguish as the Spanish Civil War haunts him 
and his animals 


* spreads panic and anxiety and scare of death all around 

x confusion and chaos prevail everywhere 

* oldman suffers from depression 

x worried about the fate of his animals 

x war impacts even the soldier who is worried about the fellow soldiers 
x war shatters the confidence of the old man. 


(b) The story deals with the themes of resignation, depression and impending death. The old 
man, gripped by panic and anxiety, is compelled to leave his home town. Being a fatalistic 
hero of the story, he is resigned to his fate as a casualty of war. Being an old man of 76, 
he is too tired to go further even for his own safety. The soldier, who wishes to help him, 
advises him to take a truck to Barcelona. The soldier is afraid lest the old man should be 
killed, though the old man’s life is prolonged by the fact that the day is overcast and the 
Fascists cannot launch their planes. But the old man is worried about the fate of his 
animals. This makes him depressed. He cannot help thinking about the safety of animals. 
Taking pity on the old man, the soldier bemoans, “There was nothing to do about him". 


(c) The story is replete with a number of metaphors and symbols. One of the symbols is the 
bridge which represents uncertainty and dangers. The pigeons symbolise peace and harmony 
and the fact that they fly away from the war may be a reference to the refugees who flee 
from the war to a safer place. The cat is a symbol of independence who does not need 
anybody to survive but the goat Is often used as a sacrificial animal and this probability 
represents the old man who reconciles himself with his impending death. 


SET-II 


(a) Hints 
*  apicturesque scene 
* the movement of the army over the bridge 
x — apontoon bridge 
x along caravan of carts, trucks, men, women and children crossing it. 


x mule drawn carriage moving slowly 
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* peasants struggling up in the ankle-deep dust 
x the old man, sitting still, without any signs of willingness to move. 
x  theold man too tired to move 


The old man in reply to the soldier's question, “What politics have you ?” says that “he is 
without politics”. His reply has so many implications. It implies that a common man is 
interested neither in politics nor in war. It is the politicians who wage a war and it is the 
common man who suffers the most. Not only human beings but also animals and birds 
suffer in a war. There is a large-scale destruction on both sides. The old man is wise and 
doesn't take anybody's side in the war that is going on. The message of the old man is that 
one should be above politics for the sake of human well-being. The old man represents the 
common humanity that desires peace and stability. The common man is concerned with the 
smooth sailing of life. 


The narrator is the soldier who comes in contact with an old man at the bridge where 
people are crossing to flee from the Spanish Civil war. His duty is to cross the bridge and 
find out how far the enemy has advanced. While doing this duty, his attention is caught by 
an old man who sits alone on the roadside and who doesn't seem to be interested in 
crossing the bridge. Out of his curiosity, he engages himself in a conversation with the old 
man. He asks about his pets and when the old man tells about his goats and pigeons, the 
soldier tries to relieve his tension. He asks the old man whether he has left the dove-cage 
unlocked when the old man replies in the affirmative, the soldier points out : “Then they'll 
fly”. It eases some tension from the old man’s mind, though he is still worried about the 
goats. The soldier is happy to think that the old man is safe for the time being. 


Hints 

x narrator, a soldier doing his duty during the Spanish Civil War 

the soldier's duty to explore the point upto which the enemy has advanced 
notices the old man sitting at the bridge 

soldier having a plenty of time to chat with the old man. 


+ + % * 


engages him in long conversation 


The old man is seventy six years old. He has already walked twelve kilometers from San 
Carlos, his home town. He is too tired to move farther. Now he has left the town because of 
the coming battle. A captain has asked him to move on for safety. However, the old man has 
almost resigned himself to his fate. A few statements support this : 


—_ the old man sat there without moving. He was too tired to go any farther”. 


He seems to be more worried about his two goats, a cat and four pairs of pigeons. The 
soldier also knows that he cannot help the old man in any way : 


“There was nothing to do about him.’ The old man is resigned to his fate and takes no 
Steps to save himself from the impending artillery. 


Hemingway depicts war realistically. He brings out agonies, miseries, death and destruction 
caused by war. All his stories and novels depict the senselessness of war which is a crime 
against humanity. The present story also brings out the fact that not only the human beings 
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but also animals and birds suffer terribly from the ruthlessness of war. The old man in the 
Story is indeed a symbol of the countless civilian victims of war who are “without politics”. 
He perhaps doesn't know why the war is being fought and yet he is made to suffer. The 
agony of leaving his home along with his pets is too grim to be described in words. 
Displaced, disoriented and alone, he is faced with the inevitability of death. Even the soldier 
who converses with him sympathetically knows that “There was nothing to do about him.’ 
The soldier is as helpless in rendering help to the old man who himself feels exhausted and 
worried due to the effect of war. 


3. AHORSE AND TWO GOATS 


SET-I 
(a) Hints 
misunderstanding due to different cultures and languages 


the American in khaki asks something in English about the statue 


Muni thinks he is investigating a murder 


American buys the horse statue 


* 
* 
* 
x Muni explains the mythological significance of the horse 
* 
x Muni thinks he has bought his goats 

* 


confusion increases as Muni reprimanded by wife 


(b) The story ‘A Horse and Two Goats’ conveys a clash between two cultures — Indian and 
American. Muni, the poor South Indian protagonist, represents the Indian culture while the 
American businessman represents the American culture. Muni is a poor, uneducated Hindu 
while the American is a wealthy, educated American. Each man is ignorant of the other's way 
of life. Muni speaks Tamil, while the American speaks English. The two are unable to 
communicate with each other. It leads to confusion. Both Muni and the American businessman 
differ in their respective level of wealth. Muni is poor and lives in a house made of bamboo 
thatch, straw and mud, while the American businessman is rich and lives in a comfortable 
house. Muni has not travelled beyond his village, but he has knowledge of the Ramayana 
and the Mahabharata. The American has received formal education. So both have different 
attitude towards life. 


(c) ‘A Horse and Two Goats’ is replete with realistic touches. We can easily visualise the setting, 
the characters and the situation. The author deftly describes the details of his characters, 
their actions, gestures and mannerisms. The author gives details of Muni's life as to where 
he lives, what he eats, where he goes to graze her goats, how he coughs when he first 
smokes his cigarette. He gives details about the drumstick tree and the dhoti where Muni 
puts his hundred rupees in a realistic manner. The task done by Muni's wife is realistically 
portrayed. His characters are quite convincing. 


The Tamilian Muni can speak only two words of English, “Yes, no” while the American can 
only say “Namaste”. It is this language barrier because of which Muni gets a hundred 
rupees from the American tourist under the impression that he has sold his goats to the 
foreigner whereas the American has paid this price for the horse-statue (under the impression 
that it belongs to Muni). Such a funny mistake proves to be harmless for both the characters. 
Such mistakes are the stuff of which human life is made. 
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SET-II 


Hints 

*  Kritam, a tiny village in the South of India 

* asmall village with about thirty houses 

x  ‘Kritam’, a grand name which means “Coronet” or crown 

x also has a Big House made of bricks and cement 

x gorgeously carved with figures of gods 

x other houses much smaller, made of bamboo, straw and mud 
x four streets in the village 

x  Munilived on the fourth street. 


Muni is a poor shephered and earns his livelihood by grabing goats and sheep. There was 
a time in his youth when he owned a flock of forty goats and sheep but now his stock has 
dwindled to two goats only. This change in his economic situation has been caused by 
famines in the past. The things are so bad now that Muni is under debt and the village 
shopkeeper refuses to lend him any more. His wife pesters him often to get essential items 
for the kitchen but he is too poor to get any. He asks his wife to take the drumsticks and sell 
them in the market place. 


At the end it appears that his financial troubles are over because he has received hundred 
rupees from the American, but his bad luck continues when his wife suspects him of thieving 
and threatens to leave and go away to her parents. 


The story “A Horse and Two Goats” is full of humour which is affable and polite. We are 
amused when Muni's wife sneers at him by saying “You have only four teeth in your jaw, but 
your craving is for big things”. She sends Muni to fetch dhal, chilly, curry leaves, mustard, 
coriander, gingelley oil etc. knowing too well that he has no money in his pocket. The 
shopman pays no attention to him when he sits on an upturned packing case below the 
platform of the shop. When he clears his throat and sneezes, the shopman loses his 
patience and says angrily : “What ails you ? You will fly off that seat into the gutter if you 
sneeze so hard, young man.” Muni is so much delighted at being addressed as a “young 
man” that he laughs loudly in order to please shopman. He is able to win over the shopman 
as the latter likes his sense of humour to be appreciated. 


Hints 

x gets fatigued after visiting grocery 

x flings himself down ina corner 

* wife chides him 

x — realizes his wife is shattered with her poverty 

x knows that his wife has to work hard 

x wonders what his wife would do if he dies suddenly 
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(b) Muni, a shepherd takes rest on a grassy plot in the shade of a life size statue of a horse. 
The statue, is made of weather-beaten clay and has stood in the same spot for more than 
seventy years. The pedestal of the statue was a resting place for Muni. Sitting on this 
pedestal for the major part of the day, Muni could enjoy the full view of the highway and 
see the lorries and buses pass through to the kills. It gave him a sense of belonging to a 
larger world. The horse was nearly life-size and it was moulded out of clay. There was a 
figure of a warrior beside the horse. This horse-statue plays a significant part in the story 
as it is unwittingly sold away to an Englishman who doesn't understand the Tamil language 
spoken by Muni. 


(c) Muni, a shepherd, usually rests on the pedestal of the statue near a grassy plot. He watches 
the trucks and lorries pass by him. A yellow vehicle which looks like both a motor-car and a 
bus stops in front of him on this particular day. A red-faced foreigner gets down and looks 
around for help since he has run out of petrol. He approaches Muni and asks him if there is 
a gas-station (petrol pump) nearby. Suddenly his attention is caught by the horse-statue 
and he exclaims : “Marvellous”. The red-faced man was wearing khaki clothes and this 
scares Muni because he could be a policeman or a soldier. He has an inner urge to run 
away but stays on. He curses his age since he can no longer put his limbs into action. 
Meanwhile, the foreigner comes closer to him and says “Namaste ! How do you do ?” Muni 
exhausts his English vocabulary saying “Yes no," in response. Shifting to Tamil language, he 
informs the foreigner that he is Muni and those two goats belong to him, and that nobody 
can challenge his claim. 


4. HEARTS AND HANDS 


(a) Hints 


x Miss Fairchild, an elegantly dressed woman, finds two passengers seated in front of her seat 
in a train compartment 


she recognises one of them who is handsome 
converses with the man named Mr Easton 
discovers that the man is handcuffed 

glad look in Fairchild's face fades 


The youngman’s embarrassment 


t+ + + HH KH + 


clasped Miss Fairchild’s fingers with his left hand. 


(b) Miss Fairchild seemed quite pleased when she saw the youngman travelling in the same 
compartment. She had seen him after a long interval. When she extended her hand to him 
out of affection, he indicated that he could not shake hand with her because he was 
handcuffed. At once, the glad look in her eyes suddenly changed to a bewildered look. The 
glow of her face faded away. Her lips parted in a vague distress. She understood that the 
youngman had been arrested by the marshal sitting by his side and was probably being 
taken to some prison. 


(c) On sensing the embarrassment of Easton, the glum-faced marshal, who is quite intelligent 
and keen observant, comes to the timely rescue of his companion. He intervenes to 
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introduce himself as a prisoner and Mr Easton as a marshal. He states that he has been 
sentenced to seven year's imprisonment of counterfeiting and Mr Easton is taking him to 
Leavenworth prison. This statement relieves the girl quite a lot and the usual glow returns to 
her cheeks. She now thinks that Mr Easton has taken up the job of Marshal and is doing 
well in life. Now Mr Easton is also encouraged to keep up the lie. He explains to Miss 
Fairchild that he had to do something by way of career. His money had dwindled fast. He 
saw this opportunity in the West and accepted the position of a marshal. The young girl, 
Miss Fairchild, is excited to hear this. She begins to think of him as a dashing western hero 
who rides and shoots and goes into all kinds of dangers and risks. Thus she has romantic 
notions about the job of a marshal. 


SET-II 


Hints 
interest of the story in the irony of the situation 
revealed by the remarks of two minor characters 
two handcuffed persons in a train 


Miss Fairchild recognises one of them 


Mr Easton's uneasiness and discomfort 
the glum-faced person coming to Mr Easton's help 


* 

* 

* 

* 

x her bewilderment 
* 

* 

* remarks by the two passengers reveal true identity 
* 


a sting in the tail 


The story ‘Hearts and Hands’ has a sting in the tail. Here we find an ironic situation in which 
the actual offender is taken as a marshal and vice versa. The girl Miss Fairchild is deluded 
to think that the youngman whom she has known in the past is a marshal now, and that he Is 
taking the other man to a prison. However, the reality dawns upon us at the end of the 
story. There are two other passengers apart from the main characters. They have been 
observing and listening to the conversation among these main characters. As soon as the 
handcuffed passengers move to the smoker car, one of these passengers remarks that Mr 
Easton seems too young to be a marshal. The other passengers asks : “Did you ever know 
an officer to handcuff a prisoner to his right hand ?” This is enough to clear the mystery 
about the identity of Mr Easton and his companion. These remarks by the two characters 
reveal the irony in the story and make the story interesting. 


The writer O. Henry often springs a sudden surprise at the end of his story and thus makes 
his readers excited at the outcome of the ironical situation and takes the story towards an 
unexpected climax. 


The mystery and suspense is maintained till the end. The characters along with the readers 
are in for a surprise. The present story “Hearts and Hands” centres around three main 
characters and two minor characters. In the first set of characters we find Miss Fairchild 
who is acquainted with one of the two passengers who enter the train at Denver. She is 
shocked to find the acquaintance Mr Easton handcuffed to his stout companion. However, 
this companion puts her at ease by pointing out that all marshals handcuff themselves to 
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their prisoners to keep them from getting away. This is obviously true but the real fact is 
that this companion is the real marshal and Mr Easton is the prisoner. Later, the real 
marshal shifts to the smoker car on the pretext of smoking a pipe. Thus, he saves the 
youngman, Mr Easton, from embarrassment in front of his acquaintance, Miss Fairchild. 


(a) Hints 

a significant role 

Miss Fairchild recognises one of the handcuffed persons 
Mr Easton's discomfort 

the glum-faced persons saves the situation 

invents a false story for the sake of the other 


says that Mr Easton is the marshal 


+ + + 4% + + + 


all marshals handcuff themselves to their prisoners to keep them from getting away 


(b) Two passengers seated near the young Miss Fairchild and the others in handcuffs have 
listened to the whole conversation. One remarks that Mr Easton seems too young Miss to 
be a marshal. The other eavesdropping passenger corrects the mistake — one that the 
young woman and readers have likely made as well — saying that Mr Easton is not the 
marshal; he is the counterfeiter. “Oh ! Didn't you catch on ? “the passenger says “Say — did 
you ever know an officer to handcuff a prisoner to his right hand ?” These subtle remarks 
made by the two passengers not only reveal the irony in the story but also make the story 
interesting. 


(c) The story “Hearts and Hands" is based on the irony of situation. Appearances are deceptive. 
Two passengers board the train at Denver. Miss Fairchild is acquainted with one of the 
passengers named Mr Easton. Soon she notices that both the passengers are handcuffed 
to each other. She is distressed to think that Mr Easton has been arrested by the marshal 
and is being taken to a prison. This is actually the position. But the situation takes a turn 
when the companion of Mr Easton poses to be a criminal and describes Mr Easton as a 
marshal. Pointing to the handcuffs, he says to Miss Fairchild. 


“Don't you worry about them, Miss. All marshals handcuff themselves to their prisoners to 
keep them from getting away. Mr Easton knows his business.” This is an obvious fact but the 
reality is different. It is only later that the other two passengers who were silent observers 
till now reveal the actual position about the real identity of Mr Easton and his companion. 


5. A FACE IN THE DARK 


(a) Hints 
x Mr Oliver returning through the pine forest one late light 
x carried a torch with him 


x saw the figure of a boy sitting alone on a rock 
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* asked the boy what he was doing there 

x — soundless weeping and cries of the boy 

x torch fell down from Oliver's hand on seeing the boy's face 
x had no eyes, ear, nose, mouth 

x Oliver scrambled through the trees calling for help 


Mr Oliver got frightened when confronted the boy who had no eyes, ears, nose or mouth. 
The torch fell from his trembling hands. He turned and ran towards the school building and 
called for help. He stumbled up to the watchman gasping for breath. He told the watchman 
that he had seen something horrible — a boy weeping in the forest, and he had no eyes, 
nose, mouth — nothing. The watchman raised the lamp to his own face. The watchman had 
no eyes, no ears, no features at all, not even an eyebrow. And that's when the wind blew the 
lamp out. All this made Mr Oliver nervous and still more frightened. 


The story ‘A Face in the Dark’ is replete with incidents that arouse horror, mystery and 
suspense. The atmosphere has been cleverly built up by the writes. Mr Oliver, the Anglo- 
Indian teacher in a public school at Simla, often strolls into the town because he happens to 
be a bachelor and has hardly any visitors in the evening. He has to return to the school 
residence at night and quite often takes a short cut through the pine forest. When there is a 
strong wind, the pine trees make sad, eerie sounds. Mr Oliver is a man without a nervous 
temperament. He always carries a torch while passing through the dark forest. 


Mr Oliver encounters a young boy while returning from the town. The boy is sitting on a 
rock, all alone in the forest. Mr Oliver senses that something is wrong. He finds the boy 
crying and shaking convulsively. When he questions the boy about his problem, the boy 
doesn't look up and keeps on sobbing as before. As the teacher flashes the torch on his 
face, he is horrified to see that the face has no eyes, ears, nose or mouth. It is just a round 
smooth head with a school cap on. The torch falls from the teacher's hand and he runs 
towards the school calling for help. As he stumbles upto the watchman, the latter asks him 
the cause of his terror. The teacher tells him that he has seen a boy without a face. He is 
gripped with fear when he finds that the watchman too has no eyes, no ears, no features at 
all — not even an eyebrow. All this makes the atmosphere supernatural. 





Hints 

Mr Oliver, an Anglo-Indian teacher in a public school at Simla 
the public school, one of the best 

considered the ‘Eton of the East’ 


students coming from rich families 


+ + 4 + + 


well-dressed in school uniform 
* school situated three miles away from the Simla Bazar. 


Mr Oliver, an Anglo-Indian teacher, usually had a stroll in the evening. While returning after 
dark, he would take a shortcut through the pine forest. He carried a torch with him. One 
day, when he was returning, he noticed the figure of a boy who was sitting alone on a rock. 
Mr Oliver sensed that something was wrong. The boy was crying and shaking fitfully. Mr 


[Teacher's Handbook-Treasure Trove : A Collection of ICSE Short Stories : WB] 


Page 44 of 68 


Downloaded from- t.me/cisceedu 


Oliver flashed his torch-light on the boy's face but was shocked to see that the face had no 
eyes, ears, nose or mouth. It was just a round smooth head with the school cap on top. Mr 
Oliver was frightened and ran away towards the school. The same thing happened when the 
watchman of the school was found to have a similar face. 


(c) There is an atmosphere of strangeness, mystery and supernaturalism in the story ‘A Face in 
the Dark’. The story is set in a pine forest outside Simla. While walking the forest path, Mr 
Oliver, an Anglo-Indian teacher in a public school at Simla, confronts a weeping boy who 
lifts his face which is not a face but a flat something without eyes, nose or mouth. He gets 
frightened and the torch falls from his hand. He turns and runs towards the school building. 
He stumbles up to the watchman and tells him that he has seen something horrible — a boy 
weeping in the forest and he has no face. He is gripped with fear when he sees that the 
watchman too has no eyes, no features at all. All the description about the boy and then of 
the watchman creates a strange atmosphere of suspense and mystery. 





(a) Hints 

mixes the natural details with the supernatural 

setting quite natural 

story revolves around Mr Oliver, an Anglo-Indian teacher in a public school at Simla 
strolls daily in the evening 

returns at dark 

carries a torch with him 

darkness of the pine forest add to the atmosphere of mystery, suspense and horror. 


loneliness also accentuates the element of horror 


+ + 4 % + + HF KH * 


the repetition of a hollow face — without eyes, ears, mouth — plays on the reader's nerves. 


(b) Mr Oliver is an Anglo-Indian teacher in a school near Simla. He has been teaching in the 
school for several years. He is a bachelor and usually takes a stroll in the evening and 
returns through the pine forest when it is dark. He is a normal kind of teacher who wishes 
that students should remain is discipline and waste no time. He feels upset when he sees a 
boy sitting on a rock in the narrow forest path. He holds a torch upto him and finds that the 
boy has no eyes, ears, nose or mouth. It's just a round smooth head — with a school cap on 
it. He is gripped with fear and the torch falls from his trembling hand. He runs towards the 
school building, crying for help. He finds no help even when he tells the watchman about 
his encounter with a boy having no nose, eyes, mouth, etc. He is completely out of wits 
when he sees that the watchman too has no eyes, ears, nose or mouth. He is filled with fear 
and mystery. 


(c) Mr. Oliver, the protagoinst of the story ‘A Face in the Dark’, is an Anglo-Indian school 
teacher. His encounter with a school boy in the dark forest is enough to scare him out of his 
wits. This boy looks more like a spectre when the teacher flashes his torch at his face. Mr 
Oliver is shocked when he finds no eyes, ears, nose or mouth around a smooth head. His 
predicament goes on unabated when he turns towards the school building and confronts 
the watchman who too is without eyes, ears, nose or mouth. His meeting not only unnerves 
him but also the reader. 
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6. AN ANGEL IN DISGUISE 





Hints 

x the mother of three children, an alcoholic 

x  inadrunken fit, fell, died 

x left her children, especially Maggie, unattended 

x Maggie, hopelessly diseased, crippled, disabled 
* after her mother's death, none ready to adopt her 
x the disabled, need love and care 


T.S. Arthur in his story ‘An Angel in Disguise’ tries to show that alcoholism is ruinous as it 
spells the doom of family’s happiness and peace. This story tells us about a poor woman 
who was in habit of drinking too much. Once she was in a drunken fit and therefore fell 
upon the threshold of her own door. She died leaving two daughters and a son behind to 
fend for themselves. The drunken woman had been despised, scoffed at, and angrily 
denounced by nearly every man, woman and child in the village. These half-starving children, 
three in number, had to suffer on account of the alcoholism of their mother. The young 
stout lad, John and a bright active girl Kate were adopted by the neighbour but the 
crippled girl Maggie had no one to adopt her. 


In his story ‘An Angel in Disguise’, the author strikes a didactic note and lays emphasis on 
the importance of loving and caring for others. He points out that love is essential for 
human survival and happiness. A poor, discarded child proves to be a ray of hope in the 
wretched life of a couple Mrs and Mr Thompson. The child Maggie had been bedridden 
with an injured spine after a fall from a window. When her mother dies all of a sudden, her 
brother and elder sister are taken care of by the neighbours but no one is inclined to take 
the responsibility of bringing up the disabled child Maggie. It is in this situation that Joe 
Thompson brings her home and after an initial rejection by his wife, the child is accepted 
lovingly, and this charitable act brings joy and hope in the couple's life. 


Hints 

Maggie, a hopeless cripple 

no one ready to accept her 

Joe Thompson, the wheelwright, takes pity on her 
persuades his wife to adopt her 

wife unwilling, and suggests taking her to the poorhouse 
Maggie's imploring looks melt Thompson 


brings her home against wife's protests 


t+ + 4 % * HH HF + 


overrides wife's arguments 
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(b) Mr Thompson has the heart of gold. He cannot see the orphaned girl left to suffer the 
helpless child alone. So he wraps her up with motherly gentleness in the clean bedclothes 
which some neighbour has brought. Lifting her in his strong arms, he walks across the fields 
to reach his home. He knows that his wife is not a woman of saintly temper and would not 
receive the child in a kindly manner. As soon as she sees her husband with his “precious 
burden", she asks : “What have you there ?” She further asks him if he had brought that sick 
brat to his house. In order to cool down his wife, Joe says that the poor girl could not walk 
to the poor house on her own. He has decided to see the Guardians and seek their 
permission to admit the child to the poorhouse. His argument, patience and tact melt the 
heart of his wife and she permits him to let the girl stay at home. 


(c) Mr Thompson who has made up his mind to provide shelter to the orphaned girl Maggie 
uses his powers of patience, tact and persuasion to bring round his wife to his viewpoint. 
He quotes from the Bible in order to subdue her temper. He tells her how the Saviour 
rebuked the disciples who would not receive the children kindly. The Saviour himself took up 
the children in his arms and blessed them. The Saviour said : “Whosoever gave them even a 
cup of cold water should not go unrewarded.” Therefore, according to Mr Thompson, it is 
not a big deal for them to keep that poor motherless child for one night. It is their moral 
duty to look after the child and keep her comfortable. He advises his wife to speak kindly to 
the child. They should think of her dead mother and also her pain and sorrow in the rest of 
her life. The eloquent speech of Joe Thompson has a positive effect on his wife. She goes 
into the room where Maggie is resting. Apparently her heart has changed towards the 
helpless and hapless child. Gradually, she begins to give her full attention and love to the 


girl and becomes fond of her. 
SET-III 


(a) Hints 
* agood omen 
x found alight shining through the windows 
* saw Maggie lying in her bed 
x lamp shining upon her face 
x Mrs Thompson sitting by the bed, talking to the child 
x | MrThompson relieved to know that there was no bitterness on his wife's face 
x child no longer a burden. 


(b) In order to win the heart and confidence of the orphaned child Maggie, Mr Thompson tries 
to be intimate and affectionate with her. He asks many questions about her past life. He 
affectionately takes her soft hand in his hand and wants to know if she has been sick quite 
long. She answers in the affirmative. He further asks her if the doctor has come to see her. 
She tells him that the doctor used to come earlier but not now. Then he wants to know 
about her aching back and the extent of her pain. The poor girl tells him that she feels 
better in the soft bed in which she is lying now. The tone of her words clearly indicates that 
she is full of gratitude towards Mr Thompson whom she looks upon as her caring and 
affectionate father. 
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Maggie, the helpless girl in the story ‘An Angel in Disguise’ brings happiness and sunshine 
in the life of Mrs Thompson, who was initially reluctant to take in this girl on account of her 
irritable and unhelpful attitude. 


7. THE LITTLE MATCH GIRL 


Hints 

bitterly cold, snow was falling 

little girl bareheaded and barefoot 

lost her slippers, feet red and blue with cold 
picture of hunger, misery 

smell of roasted goose, New Year Eve 


afraid of her strict father, dared not go home 


+ + + 4% 4+ HH + 


had sold no matches, frozen to death 


The rich people and their houses are abuzz with rejoicing on the New Year's Eve. There is 
glow in the houses and on the faces of the people. But whereas the coming of the New Year 
is a matter of great fun and excitement with the well-to-do people, it is ironic that on the 
Same evening a poor matchgirl is wandering bareheaded and barefooted through the 
streets. She is unable to sell even a single packet of matchsticks. There is nobody to take 
care of her. She is even afraid of getting a sound beating from her own father for not being 
able to earn a single penny all through the day. This shows the apathy and unearing attitude 
of the rich people towards the poor. The story gives us the message of developing a truly 
charitable outlook for the betterment of society as a whole. The disparities between the rich 
and the poor are glaring and painful. 


In the story ‘The Little Match girl’ Hans Christian Andersen, who himself had an unhappy 
childhood, reflects this sadness, dealing with loss and death. Here also we have a poor 
hapless and helpless girl who is a picture of misery. Set around Christmas, the story tells of 
a little girl who dies of cold and hunger on the street while the people are celebrating the 
birth of Jesus Christ inside their warm, cosy homes. It is indeed pathetic. The poor match 
girl is unable to sell a single match box all through the day in spite of her best efforts. She 
does not dare to go home because she hasn't earned a single penny and her father is sure 
to beat her up for that. Besides, it would be equally cold at home. There are large cracks in 
her house through which the cold wind blows persistently. Her thin hands are almost numb 
with cold. She has no way to warm herself except with the help of her matchsticks which she 
is afraid to burn out of the fear of her father. 


Hints 
x the story grim and full of pathos 
x  Stilla bit of humour in the beginning of the story 


x the girl walking barefoot 
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her slippers which belonged to her mother were too big for her 
one of her slipper lost while she was escaping from two fast driven carriages 


a boy ran off with the other slipper 


+ % % >œ 


saying it would be handy cradle when he had his children. 
x This is amusing 


(b) It is bitterly cold on the New Year Eve. Hands and feet are benumbed as snow is falling, and 
darkness is enveloping the entire surroundings. The poor Match Girl is walking bareheaded 
and barefoot through the streets. Snowflakes are falling on her long golden hair. When the 
cold becomes unbearable, she huddles down in a corner formed by two houses. She tries 
to tuck her little legs up, still she feels colder and colder. Her thin hands are almost numb 
with cold. Suddenly an idea flashes through her mind, though it is a childish, silly idea. She 
thinks of warming her numb fingers by pulling out a small match from a packet and striking 
it on the wall. This is enough to show that she has become desperate and is not in a 
position to think clearly and logically. 


(c) Hans Andersen has made a fine blend of fact (reality) and fantasy in his story “The Little 
Match Girl”. The little poor and helpless girl is representative of millions of such children all 
over the world. They have to put up with hunger, illness and misery. They struggle against 
the odds but their survival rate is quite low. They live in a world which remains a mute 
spectator to their miserable existence. There are homes and shelters for such unfortunate 
children, yet a vast majority of such children are victims of society at large. The writer has 
blended this realism with fantasy in this story. The poor Match Girl tries to save herself from 
the cold wind by striking matches on the wall. As she strikes the first match, a strange light 
emanates from it. She finds herself sitting in front of a great iron stove with polished brass 
knobs. The fire burns beautifully and gives out a lovely warmth. But soon afterwards the 
flame goes out and the girl is back in the real cold world. In the second fantasy, the girl 
dreams of delicious roast goose. The goose hops down from the dish and waddles across 
the floor. In the third fantasy, the girl sees a Christmas tree laden with candles which turn 
into stars. In the next fantasy, the girl meets her grandmother who takes her in her arms and 
flies to the world of joy and glory. These fantasies are the wish fulfilments for the poor 


dying girl. 
SET-III 


(a) Hints 

first match splutters and burns with a bright flame 
looks like a tiny candle as she holds her hand over it 
the girl fancies sitting in front of a great iron stove 

a source of wonderful lovely warmth 


sadly, the flame goes out in no time 


+ % + + HF + 


girl's wish fulfilment on a cold evening 


(b) The little Match Girl is carrying the matchsticks to sell but she feels too cold to walk. She 
thinks of warming herself by burning the matchsticks. As she strikes the third matchstick, it 
burns clearly, the bricks in the wall become transparent and she can clearly see into the 
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dining room. A shining white cloth is spread on the table and the fine China crockery is laid 
out. She can smell a roast goose, stuffed with prunes and apples. To her surprise, the 
goose hops down from the dish, waddles across the floor with knife and fork in its back 
and moves straight up to her. Then, suddenly, the vision is over. Nothing can be seen except 
the thick, cold wall. 


The girl's fantasy of dairly dishes with fine chinaware reveals her hunger and craving for 
food. She can fulfil her wishes only with her fantasy. 


The little Match Girl strikes one match after the other to warm herself on the cold New Year 
Eve. When the Match Girl strikes the third matchstick, she finds herself sitting under the 
most beautiful Christmas tree. In the previous year, she had seen a lovely Christmas tree in a 
rich merchant's house when she peered through a glass door. But today the Christmas tree 
looks much more lovely and charming. A thousand candles are stuck in the branches and 
bright- coloured balls are hanging down. The little girl is tempted and tries to reach 
forward with both her hands. 


Suddenly the vision changes. The match goes out and all the candles on the Christmas tree 
are transformed into lovely stars. One of the stars falls streaking the whole sky with light. 
She remembers the saying of her dead grandmother : “Whenever a star falls, a soul goes 
up to God." She clearly seems to imagine that she is joining her grandmother after leaving 
her mortal clay. 


8. THE BLUE BEAD 


Hints 
Sibia, brave, selfless, helpful 


* 


rare courage, presence of mind, saving the Gujar woman 


bold, courageous, fearless, alive, alert 


+ % * 


attacks the crocodile with hayfork 
x modest, does not tell her mother, about her brave act 


Norah Burke has deliberately given all details about the powerful crocodile in order to 
bring out the prowess and fearlessness of the little girl Sibia. The ferocity of the crocodile is 
described to match the great strength and courage of the girl. So the writer begins to give 
a graphic account of the monstrous crocodile which is the centre of interest in this story. We 
are told that the crocodile was twice the length of a tall man. He looked ferocious and 
formidable. He was a mugger crocodile, blackish brown above and yellow white below. He 
could be scientifically described as an antediluvian saurian reptile. His huge tail had an 
irresistible power. We are amused to read that inside his stomach there rolled a silver 
bracelet among the stones which the crocodile, had swallowed to help him in his digestion. 
He had an inch-thick skin which could not be pierced even by rifle-bullets. 


Thus the writer has prepared the ground for the little girl's encounter with the crocodile. 
Only a very courageous person could have the stamina to challenge the crocodile to save 
the life of a woman from the clutches of the crocodile. 
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(c) The Gujar women are born and bred in the forest. For centuries their forefathers had been 
living nomadic life, getting their living from animals, cutting paper-grass from the cliffs 
above the river. When they have cut enough grass, they take it down by the bullockcart to 
be delivered to the agent. The agent's job is to arrange for the dispatch of this grass to the 
paper-mills. The Gujar women toil all through the day while the agents sits on silk-cushions, 
smoking a hookah. Besides cutting grass, the Gujar women also graze their buffaloes and 
other cattle. They have to carry heavy loads on their heads and cross the river for going to 
the other side. Not only this. They have to fetch drinking water from the river in earthen or 
brass pitchers for their domestic consumption. 


(a) Hints 

plentiful food to enjoy 

fish, the staple food 

but also had deer and monkeys for food 

a duck now and then 

sometimes a pic-dog or a skeleton cow 
half-buried bodies of Indians cast into the stream 
not all days the same 


sometimes a good feast 


+ + * + + 4 + + * 


attimes filthy rotten food 


(b) The blue bead was in reality a piece of sand-worn glass that had been rolling about in the 
river for a long time. By chance it had a hole in it and could be used like a gem in a 
necklace. It was glimmering like a blue gem when the heroic girl Sibia found it at the shallow 
sand bank. The girl is greatly excited and overjoyed to get it, though it was not a real gem. 
She does not talk about her act of bravery in saving the life of the Gujar woman. She 
doesn't want any reward or appreciation for her heroic act. She thinks herself amply 
rewarded with the piece of glass which she can wear in a string or necklace around her 
neck. This is a good example of child-like innocence and grace. 


“The Blue Bead" which forms of the title of this story is quite appropriate as it tells about 
the character of Sibia who is simple, humble and a modest girl. 


(c) Sibia is a twelve-year old Indian girl with ebony hair and great eyes. She is a village girl, 
young girl who is poor but brave. She is marked for work since her childhood. Since her 
childhood, she had husked corn, gathered sticks, put dung to dry, cooked food and cut 
grass for fodder. She has never owned anything but a rag. The rag has been torn in two to 
make a skirt and saree for her. The writer has described her as “a happy immature child 
woman”. Her meal consists of a chupatti wrapped around a smear of green chillies and 
rancit butter. As far as money is concerned, she has never owned a penny in spite of her 
hard labour. Like many other young girls of her age, she is also attracted by the colourful 
bangles, necklaces and other items of jewellery in the bazaar. However, she knows that she 
is too poor to buy any of these items. Nor can she buy the brilliant honey confections at the 
sweatmeat stall to satisfy her craving for good eatables. This is hard luck indeed. And yet 
she has never felt sore about this life of want and misery. 


[Teacher’s Handbook-Treasure Trove : A Collection of ICSE Short Stories : WB] [51] 


Page 51 of 68 


(b) 


(c) 


(a) 


[52] 


Downloaded from- t.me/cisceedu 


Hints 

nomadic graziers, in a Gujar encampment 

lived till exhausted supply of white butter and milk 

sometimes wailed until young male buffaloes could be sold as tiger-bait 
cattle-killing tiger proving nuisance sometimes 


Gujar women fond of adornments 


+ % + + HF + 


wore large silver rings made out of melted silver rupees in their ears 


The story “The Blue Bead” depicts the courage, fearlessness and determination of Sibia, a 
twelve years old Indian girl who saves the life of a Gujar woman from the clutches of the 
crocodile. The Gujar women were returning home- after their day's work. Sibia who remained 
behind put her big load on a huge boulder to rest for sometime. Suddenly, a Gujar woman 
came to get clear water in her two pitchers. She walked on to the steps of the ghat, 
unaware of the crocodile who was waiting for his prey. The woman screamed loudly as the 
crocodile lunged at her. Both his jaws closed to her leg. Sibia at once plunged into the 
water and aimed at the reptile’s eyes with her hayfork. The blinded crocodile crashed back 
and disappeared in the bloody foam of water. Then Sibia approached the fainting woman 
and somehow, dragged her out of the water. It is really an act of heroism. But she is simple, 
modest and humble and does not boast about her act of saving the woman's life. She feels 
simply excited that she has got the blue bead to use as a gem in her necklace. 


The Gujar woman came down the stream to fill her two gurrahs (pitchers) with water. She 
was within a yard of the crocodile when he lunged at her. He closed his jaws round her leg. 
The Gujar woman screamed, dropped both her pitchers with a clatter on the boulder. Sibia, 
who was present nearly, observed this. She at once made up her mind to rescue the 
helpless woman. She sprang from boulder to boulder like a mountain-goat. In a minute,she 
was beside the shrieking woman. The crocodile was tugging to and fro when he noticed 
Sibia and struck at her. But Sibia did not hesitate and aimed straight at the crocodiles eyes. 
With all the force of her little body, she drove the hayfork into his eye. The crocodile reared 
up in convulsion and then disappeared. Sibia dragged the injured woman from the water 
with a heroic effort. She stopped her wounds with sand and bound them with a rag. She 
was also able to help her home to the Gujar encampment for further medical care. Having 
done such a great and heroic act, she remains modest and is content with the blue bead to 
have it as a gem for her necklace. 


9. MY GREATEST OLYMPIC PRIZE 


Hints 

x — The Negro American athlete 

narrates his own experiences at the Berlin 1936 Olympics 
had trained, sweated and disciplined himself for six years 


+ + œ 


dislike for Hitler's superiority theory 
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x recalls his mistakes committed out of anger 
x — guided by his own rival Luz Long a German 
x won the gold medal at the Olympics 


(b) Adolf Hitler, the German ruler, was haughty and foolishly believed in Aryan-superiority 
theory. He childishly insisted that his German performers were members of the ‘master 
race’. As such nationalistic feelings overpowered the sporting spirit of the games. The Berlin 
Olympic Games of 1936 were also affected by these nationalistic feelings as these games 
were being held just before the beginning of World War II. Jesse Owens who was an 
American negro felt angry when he came to know about Hitler's fanatical views. He wanted 
to prove to Hitler and his “master race” who was superior and who wasn't. Jesse Owens’ 
anger affected his performance so much that he found it difficult to qualify for the competition. 
But for the free sporting spirit displayed by Luz Long, Jesse Owens would not have won the 
gold medal. 


(c) Jesse Owens wished to bring honour for his country at the 1936 Berlin Olympic games by 
proving wrong Hitler's superiority thoery that only Aryans could outdo others in every field. 
So Jesse Owens had trained, sweated and disciplined himself for six years in order to win 
some years in order to win some medals for the United States. He particularly wanted to 
win a gold medal in the running broad jump event. While studying at the Ohio State 
University, he had set the world record of 25 feet 8% inches in this event. Therefore, 
everyone in his country expected him to win this event at the Olympics quite effortlessly. 


However, Jesse Owens was in for a surprise. When the time came for the broad jump trials, 
he was amazed to see a tall German boy hitting the pit at almost 26 feet during the practice 
session. This German boy was Luz Long. Jesse Owens came to know that Hitler had 
purposely kept Luz Long in a low profile so that he could spring a surprise on other 
participants in the games. This is what made Jesse Owens nervous about his own hopes. 
Secondly, Hitler's theory of Aryan superiority also annoyed and angered Owens. His anger 
made him commit same mistakes which dampened his spirit. 


(a) Hints 

had depressing experience 

had trained himself vigorously for six years 

had already set world record of 26 feet 8% inches 
made a ‘foul’ in three qualifying jumps at trials 


had left several inches beyond the take off board 


+ + + + KH + 


the second jump also a foul 
x better thoughts, why he had travelled so far off. 


(b) Jesse Owens had committed glaring mistakes at the trials in the Berlin Olympic games. He 
feared if he made a foul even in the third attempt, he would be out of the Olympic Games 
and would have to return home, drawing a blank. So he was kicking disgustedly at the dust. 
He didn't know how to cool himself down. It was in this frustrated condition that Luz Long, 
the German athlete, came to him and offered a helping hand. Addressing Jesse Owens, he 
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said, “Something must be eating you.” Actually, Jesse Owens was upset over Hitler's statement 
regarding the German athletes who were members of a “master race,” according to him. 
Jesse Owens’ anger over such statements spoilt his performance during the qualifying 
events. It was Luz Long, his German rival, who came to his rescue. Luz Long was a liberal 
and did not have much faith in Hitler's superiority theory. So he rose above nationalistic 
feelings, corrected Jesse Owens and gave him useful tips to win. 


Jesse Owens committed some mistakes and fumbled grievously in the initial trials. Actually, 
he was angered over some racial comments of Hitler regarding the superiority of the 
German athletes who, according to him, belonged to the Aryan race. An angry athlete is 
liable to commit mistakes. That is why, he leaped from several inches beyond the take-off 
board for a foul. On the second jump, he fouled even worse. Now, it was his last chance. It 
was a ‘do or die’ situation for him. It was here that Luz Long, a German rival, came to him 
and tried to cool him down. He knew that something was “eating” Jesse Owens. So he told 
him not to think about what Hitler was saying. He should only concentrate on the game. He 
advised him - to draw a line a few inches in the back of the board and take off from there. 
That way Jesse could avoid any further ‘foul’. The right guidance and suggestion given by 
Luz Long stood in good stead for Jesse to qualify for the Oympic Games comfortably. 


Hints 

x title very appropriate 

x Jesse Owen's participation in 1936 Olympic Games 
x his ambition to win a medal for his country 

x rejects Hitler's superiority theory 

* Germans were not invariably superior 

x Jesse Owen's opponent Luz Long, a German 

x Jesse won the gold medal 

x Luz Long, a true sportsman, not jealous. 


Luz Long, though trained in the Nazi Youth School, did not believe is Hitler’s childish theory 
that his performers were members of the master race and so would perform better than 
the others in the Olympic Games. As such Luz Long did not fall a prey to nationalistic 
feelings. He had no inhibitions in giving his rival a very important tip, even though it could 
have meant his failure. 


He told him, “Why don't you draw a line a few inches in back of the board and aim at 
making your take-off from there ?” He saw his rival a friend. He was a very good human 
being and had nothing to hide. In fact, he had come to participate and not conquer. He was 
a true sportsman who followed Pierre de Coubertin's words,” The important thing in the 
Olympic Games is not winning but taking part. The essential thing in life is not conquering 
but fighting”. Luz Long's example of rendering friendly help to Jesse Owens has a valuable 
lesson for the readers that friendship is of greater value than even winning a gold medal. 
Jesse Owens himself admits :" You can melt down all the gold medals and cups I have, and 
they couldn't be a plating on the 24-carat friendship I felt for Luz Long at that moment”. 
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(c) The true spirit of the Olympic has been beautifully defined by Pierre de Coubertin, the 
founder of the modern olympic games in these words", The important thing in the Olympic 
Games is not winning but taking part. The essential thing in life is not conquering but 
fighting”. This message of the spirit of the Olympic Games has been brought out clearly 
through the experience of Jesse Owens who won the gold medal at 1936 Berlin Olympic 
Games. Jesse Owens proved wrong Hitler's superiority theory of the Aryans, though out of 
anger at this theory he had committed some mistakes at the trials. The German long jumper 
Luz Long did not go by Hitler's theory. He rose above narrow nationalistic feelings and 
gave good tips to Jesse Owens for qualifying at the games. In this way we find that the 
lesson clearly reiterates the message of the sporting spirit from the examples of Jesse 
Owens and Luz Long. 


10. ALL SUMMER IN A DAY 


(a) Hints 

story set on planet Venus 

everything there strange and unfamiliar 

sun shines rarely; rains continuously for seven years 

children have never seen the sun 

element of suspense and horror along with the mysterious happening 
Margot a different kind of girl 

she is hidden in a closet 


sudden appearance of rain and thunder 


t+ + 4 %4 + H HK + + 


suspense and mystery at what will happen. 


(b) The story “All Summer in a Day” depicts the darker side of human nature. The story depicts 
the life of a group of school children on the planet Venus. The children are nine years old 
and livng with their families. There have been continuous rains for seven years and the 
children have seen the sun only once in their lives. They don’t remember how the sun looks 
or feels. They are passive both physically and mentally. They have become pale and 
colourless. The lack of the light of the sun has dried their compassion and consideration for 
others. In the absence of the sunshine they have lost their humanity because the sun is life- 
giving for the landscape as well as the inhabitants of Venus. Margot, who had lived in Ohio, 
feels depressed on Venus. She longs to see the sun. The other children resent her efforts to 
see the sun. But when the sun shines just for sometime, the glow on the faces of the children 
clearly show how the sun can dispel darkness of the land and the minds. 


(c) The ending of the story when Margot is released from the closet where she was hidden is 
meaningful. The children inhabiting the planet Venus have had the experience of continuous 
rains for seven years and had but just once saw the sunshine in these years. Naturally, they 
were sad, pale and dismal. All finer instincts of warmth and consideration for others had 
dried in their hearts. Margot, the girl from Ohio, who had the memories of the sunshine, 
feels sad and lonely there. She wishes the sunshine here too. But the other children resent 
her move and lock her in the closet. But when the sun shines, though momentarily, there 
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appear smiles on their faces. They feel thrilled and rejuvenated the effect of which transforms 
this hearts. They became tender and considerate. Only then they remember that they had 
locked Margot. Slowly and carefully they unlock the closet to set Margot free. So the ending 
of the story is very appropriate and highlights the importance of the energy-giving sun. 


Hints 
apt and suggestive title 
children living on Venus have little experience of sunshine 
rains for seven continuous years 


the sunshine predicted for a short time 


feel the sun on their cheeks 
let the sun burns their arms 
play and frolic 


* 
* 
* 
* 
x the sun appears and the children for happy and excited 
* 
* 
* 
x realize how wonderful the sun is 

* 


for them it is ‘all summer in a day’ 


Margot felt like an alien among the children already living on the planet Venus. She had 
come from Ohio where the sun shines regularly. She came to this planet five years ago. She 
still remembered the sun and the sky and how they looked when she was only four years 
old in the city of Ohio. The other children in the school had been on Venus all their lives and 
they had been only two years old when last the sun come out on Venus. Since they were 
small at that time, they had now forgotten the colour and heat of the sun and how it looked. 
When Margot told them that the sun was like a penny or like fire in the stove, nobody was 
ready to believe her. They thought that she was lying. They hated her pale snow face, her 
waiting silence, her thinness and her possible future. 


The other children on the planet Venus disliked her for her attitude that was at variance with 
those who had seen the sun just once in their life. She was a complete stranger for the 
other children who looked upon her with suspicion. All kinds of rumours were spreading 
about Margot. For example, it was rumoured that her father and mother were taking her 
back to Earth next year. Even Margot wanted that she should go back to Earth, though it 
would mean the loss of thousands of dollars to her family. Moreover, they thought of 
Margot as a liar who often talked about the penny-like shape of the sun and also its fire. 
They could never believe in anything like the sun. Thus she was not acceptable to them for 
her temperament, physcial built-up and her taste and love for the sun. 


Hints 
x Margot hated for her tastes and temperament 
x had different kind of experience when she was in Ohio 


x knew the blessings of the sunshine 
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* continuous rains depressing for her 

x her talk about the penny-like sun not liked 
x others considered her a liar 

* amaladjusted girl 


(b) Margot's dislike for the rains and longing for the sun was not acceptable to the other 
children since they had just once experienced the sun in the last seven years. But Margot 
knew the colour and heat of the sun and remembered it even after coming to Venus. The 
other children were all nine years old and had completely forgotten about the sun that had 
risen seven years ago on Venus. For them the sun did not exist. But now the news had come 
from scientists that the sun would again rise for a day (after seven long years of raining). 
Though the children were all excited about the coming event, none of them liked Margot for 
talking about it so authentically. One of the boys said, “Let's put her in a closet before the 
teacher comes !" Then they all surged about her, caught her up and pushed her into a 
closet and locked the door. The teacher had no knowledge of this mischief. 


(c) Before the sun appeared after seven years, the rain just stopped. Everything went silent as if 
the world had ground to a stand still. The children put their hands to their ears. Then all of 
a sudden, the sun came out. The sky was blazing blue and the whole jungle seemed to burn 
with sunlight. It was incredible. 


The light of the sun was a new phenomenon for the children. They had never experienced it 
before. They turned their faces up to the sky and they could feel the sun on their cheeks like 
a warm Iron. They took off their jackets and let the sun burn their arms. One of the children 
remarked that the real sunlight was much better than the sun lamps. The children stood in 
the great jungle that covered Venus. The jungle looked like a nest of octopi, clustering up 
great arms of flesh like weed, wavering, flowering in this brief spring. 


SPECIMEN PAPERS 


SPECIMEN PAPER-I 


10. (i) The Big Chief thanks the White Chief for acknowledging his greetings of friendship and 
goodwill. The White Chief has conveyed his wishes to buy their land allowing them liberty to 
live comfortably. 


(i) The Big Chief considers the White Chief's offer good because it seems to be fair and 
reasonable. The offer is a gesture of goodwill and generosity. 


(i) The Big Chief says that the young men are so impulsive that they grow angry when they 
perceive some real or imaginary wrong done to them. The old men and women are then 
unable to restrain them. 


(iv) The Big Chief hopes that the hostilities that existed between the tribal people and the white 
people earlier do not return. The youngmen become revengeful when their elders are pushed 
westward or humiliated. 


(v) The Big Chief hopes that their good father in Washington would protect them and his brave 
warriors would prove to be a great wall of strength against their ancient enemies who 
frightened their women, children and the old men. 
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11. (i) The children began to dislike her and taunt her. One of the boys started playing jokes with 


her. 


(i) Suddenly the children decided to hide Margot in a closet while their teacher was away. 
Margot resisted but was over-powered and locked in a closet. 


(i) The children looked at the door and saw it tremble from her beating. They heard Margot's 
cries from inside the closet. 


(iv) The children went away smiling and moved out of the tunnel. 


(v) Just then the teacher appeared on the scene. She asked the children if they were ready. 
Everyone responded in the positive. The rain stopped and the children were ready to 
move. 


12.(a) The crocodile had plentiful food to enjoy. His staple food was fish, though he often ate deer 


and monkeys who came to the river to drink water. Now and then he had the luxury of eating 
a duck or two. But sometimes he had to satisfy his hunger by eating a pi-dog full of parasites 
or a skeleton cow. There were times when he had to go down to the burning ghats and eat 
the half-burned bodies of Indians who had been cast into the stream. Thus, all days were not 
equal for him. Sometimes it was a lavish feast for him and sometimes he had to satisfy 
himself with filthy, rotten food. 


Ss 


Norah Burke, the writer of the story “The Blue Bead”, has given a graphic picture of an 
exciting adventure — an encounter between Sibia, a 12-year old girl and a crocodile. The 
crocodile is the focus of interest and the story begins from the habitat in which he is 
living. He is living on the ghat of a great Indian river. This river is being used to float the 
timber which comes from the forests above. Some logs of wood or ‘sleepers’ lie stuck 
around the big stones which block their way. These sleepers are a good resting place 
for the huge crocodile. Quite often this crocodile comes upto the sandbank to breathe 
the sunny air. 

(c) Hints 

x agraphic account of the monstrous crocodile 

x thick skin having no effect of the rifle bullets 

x the power of crocodile and the courage of Sibia 


x  Sibia rescues herself from the clutches of the crocodile 


SPECIMEN PAPER-2 


10.() The old man looked at the soldier blankly and tiredly as he was obsessed with the thought 


[58] 


of the safety of his animals that were under his care. He said that the cat would be all right 
because cats could look after themselves. 


(ii) The old man is worried about his animals that he has left behind. He is concerned about 
their safety because of the fear of the artillery fire. The soldier asks the old man if he has left 
the dove cage unlocked. 


(i) The soldier told the old man to get up and try to walk and not worry about the animals. As 
the old man began to walk, he swayed from side to side and then sat down backwards in the 
dust. 
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(iv) The soldier asks the old man to get up and go because there is danger to his life. The 
enemy planes can hit that place any time. He wants him to catch a ride on a truck to 
Barcelona and save his life. 


(v) The soldier takes pity on the old man who is too obsessed with the thought of the safety 
of his animals. He does not think of his own safety. He does not move from that place, 
though there is imminent danger to his life. So the soldier feels that nothing could be 
done to save the old man’s life from the threatening danger of war. 


11. () The dead white people cease to love their children as soon as they pass the portals of 
the tomb and wander away beyond stars. 


(i) The white people are indifferent to their dead ancestors and keep themselves away from 
the graves of their ancestors. They neglect them and pay no respect to them. Their 
approach is casual towards their dead ancestors. 


(i) The dead tribal people gave the living tribal people their being. They loved the grassy 
valleys, the musical rivers, the magnificient mountains and lakes in this world. 


(iv) The speaker reacts favourably to the proposition sent by the White Man. He thinks that 
his people will accept it because it seems to be fair and reasonable. 


(v) After accepting the proposition sent by the White Man, the tribal people will live in peace. 
The speaker thinks that the words of the Great White Chief are the words of nature 
speaking to his people out of darkness. 


12. (a) Kritam was a tiny village in the south of India. Though the village was small and consisted 
of less than thirty houses, it had a grand name “Kritam” which means “coronet” or 
“crown”. There was a Big House in the Tamil village which was made of brick and cement. 
It was gorgeously carved with figures of gods. The other houses were much smaller and 
were made of bamboo, straw and mud. There were four streets in the village and Muni, 
the protagonist of the story, lived in the fourth street. 


(b 


xr 


Muni is a shepherd who earns his daily bread by grazing goats or sheep. There was a 
time in his youth when he owned a flock of forty goats and sheep but now his stock has 
dwindled to two goats only. This change in his economic situation has been caused by 
famines in the past. The things are so bad now that Muni is under debt and the village 
shopkeeper refuses to lend him any more. His wife pesters him often to get essential 
items for the kitchen but he is too poor to get any. He asks his wife to take the drumsticks 
and sell them in the market place. 
(c) Hints 

x Muni's wife sneers at her husband 
Muni's sneezing makes the shopkeeper angry 
laughs at being addressed as a ‘youngman’ 


the shopkeeper likes Muni's sense of humour 


+ + + + 


childless parents has the ironic touch 


SPECIMEN PAPER-3 


10. (i) The statue of the horse was nearly life-sized. It was moulded out of clay, baked, burnt and 
brightly coloured. Beside the horse stood a warrior with scythe-like moustachios, bulging 
eyes and acquiline nose. 
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(i) Muni bullied the goats to stop them from going astray and to lead them to the foot of the 
horse statue. He spent the rest of the day on the pedestal of the horse statue. 


(iii) While resting on the pedestal Muni had the advantage of watching the highway and seeing the 
lorries and buses pass through the hills. This gave him a sense of belonging to a larger world. 


(iv) The pedestal of the statue was broad enough to provide Muni shade from the sun. The 
horse statue was as white as a dhobi-washed sheet and had on its back cover of brocade of 
red and black lace. 


(v) The people of the village never noticed the splendour of the statue and so never recognized 
or remembered it. While grazing his goats Muni spent most of his time on the pedestal of 
the horse statue. 


11. (i) Jessey did not tell Long what was eating him, but he seemed to understand his anger and 
took pains to reassure him. 


(ii) There was no tension in Owens’ mind. He was full of confidence. He drew a line a full foot in 
back of the board and proceeded to jump from there. This way he qualified with a foot to 
spare. 


(ii Luz broke his own past. He pushed Jessey on to a peak performance. Jesse set the Olympic 
Record and Luz congratulated him. 


(iv) Hitler glared at them from the stands not a hundred yards away. Luz shook his hand hard — 
and it wasn't a “fake smile with a broken heart" sort of grip, either. 


(v) According to Coubertin, the true spirit of the Olympic is not winning but taking part. The 
essential thing in life is not conquering but fighting well. 


12. (a) The visit to the grocery fatigues Muni so much that he flings himself down in a corner after 
returning home. His wife chides him: “Fast till the evening, it'll do you good”. He understands 
that his wife is shattered with her poverty, though she is good-natured and caring about 
him. Her temper was undependable in the morning but improved by evening time. He knew 
that she would go out and work — grind corn in the Big House, sweep and scrub somewhere 
and earn enough to buy some food for the evening. He wonders what his wife would do if 
he died suddenly. They had no children to sustain themselves at his age. 


(b 


NA 


There was a huge horse-statue on the edge of the village. The pedestal of this statue was a 
resting place for Muni. Sitting on this pedestal for the major part of the day, Muni could 
enjoy the full view of the highway and see the lorries and buses pass through to the hills. It 
gave him a sense of belonging to a larger world. The horse was nearly life-sized and it was 
moulded out of clay. There was a figure of a warrior beside the horse. This horse-statue 
plays a significant part in the story as it is unwittingly sold away to an American who doesn't 
understand the Tamil language spoken by Muni. 


(c) Hints 
x Muni meets a foreigner 
* the foreigner catches sight of the horse statue 
x — Muni is afraid of the foreigner wearing Khaki clothes 
x Muni speaks in Tamil, the foreigner does not understand his language 
x the foreigner offers him a cigarette and Muni accepts the offer with a touch of humour 
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SPECIMEN PAPER-4 


10. () When Miss Fairchild saw that her old friend, Mr Easton, was handcuffed to the man seated 
beside him, the glad look in her eyes changed to bewildered horror. Easton felt embarrassed 
at the faded look of Miss Fairchild. 


(i) The glum—faced man told the young woman that Mr Easton was a marshal and they were 
headed to Leavenworth prison. This was done to remove her apprehension about Easton. 


(üd The glum-faced man’s remark that Easton was a marshal and that they were going to 
Leavenworth made Miss Fairchild's cheeks glow again. Easton told her that he had discarded 
his life in Washington and he had found a good opening as a marshal in the West. 


(iv) Easton considered marshalship not quite as high a position as that of ambassador. The 
glum-faced man said that all marshals handcuff themselves to their prisoners to keep them 
from getting away. 


(v) Miss Fairchild called Easton one of the dashing Western heroes who ride and shoot and go 
into all kinds of dangers. 


11. () The match girl lit another match. There was brightness. She visualized her grandmother 
standing before her. She had this experience while sitting under magnificient Christmas tree. 


(i) Thousands of candles were burning on the green branches. She stretched out her hands to 
reach them, but then the match burnt out. 


(iit) The grandmother was very nice to the match girl. She told her that whenever a star fell a 
soul went up to God. 


(iv) The match girl struck another match against the wall. In its brightness the grandmother 
appeared before her, a picture of love and kindness. 


(v) The match girl said that the grandmother would disappear when the match was burnt out. 
So she rubbed the whole bundle of matches quickly against the wall. She wanted to keep her 
grandmother near her. 


12. (a) Supernatural or paranormal experiences are beyond all logic and reasoning. Ruskin Bond in 
his story mixes the natural with the supernatural. The setting is quite natural. The whole story 
revolves around an Anglo-Indian teacher in a public school at Simla. The teacher is a bachelor 
and often wanders away to the nearby town in the evening. He returns at night nearby town 
in the evening. He returns at night through a dark pine forest. Darkness of the forest adds to 
the atmosphere of mystery, suspense and horror. The loneliness is another factor which 
accentuates the element of horror. The repetition of a hollow face - without eyes, ears and 
mouth — plays on the reader's nerves and makes him shudder. 


(b 


a 


Mr Oliver is teaching in a famous public school at Simla. He is a normal kind of teacher who 
takes interest in his students and is quite active in his routine. He often visits the Simla Bazaar 
which is full of hustle and bustle because of its cinemas and restaurants. Being a bachelor, 
Mr Oliver has hardly any company in the evening. In order to get over his loneliness he 
strolls out to the Simla Bazaar and often returns at night through the dark pine forest. This 
shows that he is a man without any nervousness or irrational fear. He always carries his torch 
in order to see through the darkness of the forest. Still he experiences a paranormal incident 
on a particular night when he sees a school boy sitting on the dark rocks in the forest. This 
meeting unnerves the teacher and baffles the reader. 
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(c) Hints 

encounters a school boy in the dark forest 

uses his torch and finds the boy’s face without eyes, ears, nose and mouth 
the boy weeping in the forest 

turns back to the school building 

teacher dumb founded on finding the watchman’s face similar to the boy's 
horrified 


t+ + + + HF œ+ 


SPECIMEN PAPER-5 


10. () Mr Oliver, a bachelor, was an Anglo-Indian teacher in a school outside Simla. He had been 
teaching in the school for several years. He usually strolled into the town in the evening. 


(it) Mr Oliver would return to his apartment only after dark. He would take a short cut through 
the pine forest. 


(ii) Most people kept to the main road when a strong wind blew and made the pine trees 
make sad, eerie sounds. Mr Oliver would carry a torch with him when he visited the Simla 
Bazar. 


(iv) Mr Oliver noticed the figure of a boy when he was passing through the forest at night. He 
moved closer to the boy in order to see who it was who held his face in his hands. 


(v) When Mr Oliver saw the strange figure of a boy holding his face in his hands and his body 
shaking convulsively, he felt uneasy. 


11. (i) Mr Easton feels embarrassed when Miss Fairchild, his old friend, sees him in handcuffs. So 
in order to save Mr Easton from embarrasment, the glum-faced man calls Mr Easton marshal. 
He succeeds in his plan because Miss Fairchild comes to believes that Mr Easton is really a 
marshal and not a convict. 


(i) One of the passengers seated nearby listened to the whole conversation and remarked that 
Mr Easton seemed too young to be a marshal. 


(i) Another passenger remarked that Mr Easton was not a marshal but a counterfeiter. 


(iv) The glum-faced man asked Mr Easton to accompany him to the smoker's room to smoke. 
So Mr Easton told Miss Fairchild that he was going to the smoker's room to smoke. He 
made this excuse and said goodbye to Miss Fairchild. 


(v) Easton asserted in the name of duty that he must go on to Leavenworth. So, he held out his 
hand for a farewell. 


12. (a) The birds and the animals symbolize the old man’s love for the animals. The old man deeply 
concerned about his birds and pigeons. He knows that the cat can fend for itself, but the 
other animals are at the mercy of God. The old man feels that war is an evil. It destroys men, 
women and animals. 


(b) A war affects not only human beings but also animals and birds. The terrific sound of 
bombings and explosions is too much for all living beings. This idea is clearly described in 
the story. An old man of seventy-six is sitting all by himself at a bridge during the Spanish 
Civil war. He has come all the way from his home town after having travelled a long distance 
of 12 kilometres War has disrupted his peaceful life. 
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(c) Hints 
x a meaningful conversation between a soldier and an old man 
x time of the Spanish Civil War 
* panic and anxiety all around 
x people leave their houses, run for safety 
x the soldier begins the conversation with an old man sitting on the bridge. 


SPECIMEN PAPER-6 


10. (() When the blacksmith’'s wife told Joe Thompson to leave Maggie in a poor house, he stood 
puzzled. Then he turned back and went into the hovel again. Maggie pleaded with Joe 
Thompson not to leave her there all alone. 

(i) Though Joe was rough in exterior, yet he had a very tender heart. He liked children and felt 
pleased to have them to his shop. 

(ii) In a very kind voice, he assured Maggie that she would not be left there alone. He wrapped 
Maggie in a clean bed cloth, lifted her in his strong arms and took her out. 

(iv) Joe Thompson's wife was not a woman of saintly nature. She was not used to self-denial for 
other's goods. When Joe reached home his wife sharply questioned him, what he had brought. 
In a tone of anger, she said that she hoped Joe had not brought the sick girl home. 

(v) Joe Thompson told his wife very firmly that he thought sometimes women’s hearts are very 
hard. 


11. (ò When the women went towards the river they passed by a Gujar encampment of grass huts 
where the nomadic graziers lived. 


(i) The Gujar women wore trousers, tight and wrinkled at the ankles and large silver rings made 
of melted rupees in their ears. 


(i) Gujar men and boys had gone out with the herd or gone to the bazaar to sell produce. 


(iv) Sibia noticed that the buffaloes were standing about, creatures of great wet noses, and 
moving jaws and gaunt black bones. 


(v) They were called junglis because they were born and bred in the forest. For centuries they 
had been getting their living from animals and from grass trees. They scratched their food 
together and stored their substance in large herds and silver jewellery. 


12. (a) Thompson took pity on Maggie and decided to take her with him for the night. His wife was 
childless. She saw her husband entering the home with Maggie in his arms. She was enraged. 
Thompson told his wife that he would leave the child at the poor house the next day. A 
change appeared in his wife. She started taking special care of Maggie. She fed the child. 
Both husband and wife developed love for Maggie. Thus Maggie became a blessing for 


them. 

(b) The writer lays emphasis on the importance of loving and caring for others. He believes that 
love is essential for human survival and happiness. He conveys the message that not only 
does Maggie need the care of another to survive, but Mrs Thompson also needs Maggie to 
lead a happy and purposeful life. 
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(c) Hints 

importance of love and care 

Maggie-a crippled child 

left alone with no one to help her 

Thompson comes forward and decides to take Maggie to his home 
the wife reacts and plans to leave the child at the poor house 
slowly Mrs Thompson develops love for Maggie 


+ % % + + + * 


they grow very fond of the child ; Maggie become a blessing for them. 


SPECIMEN PAPER-7 


10. (() She didn't dare to go home because she had sold no matches and earned not a single 
penny. She knew her father would surely beat her. Moreover, it was cold at home because 
the roof had holes in it. 


(i) When the little girl struck the match she visualized that she was sitting in front of a great iron 
stove with polished brass knobs and brass ornaments. The fire burnt and gave a lovely 
warmth. She exclaimed that it was indeed wonderful. 

(i) She visualized a table in a room on which was laid a cooked goose, stuffed with prunes and 
apples, steaming deliciously. 

(iv) She visualized that she was sitting under the most beautiful Christmas tree. It was much 
larger and lovelier than the one she had seen last year through the glass doors of the rich 
merchant's house. 

(v) The little girl said this because her grandmother who was now dead had told her that 
whenever a star fells, a soul went up to heaven. She told her grandmother to take her with 
her to the world of joy and glory. 


11. () When it began to rain heavily, one of the girls reminded the other girls about Margot whom 
they had locked in the closet. They regretted their action. They could not meet each other's 
glances. So their faces became pale and solemn. 


(i) When it began to rain heavily, one of the girls reminded the other girls about Margot whom 
they had locked in the closet. Their faces became solemn and pale. They regretted their 
action and so they looked at their hands and feet, their faces down. 


(ii) When it began to rain heavily, one of the girls reminded the other girls about Margot whom 
they had locked in the closet. But no one moved towards the closet to let Margot out. Then 
one girl asked the others to move on towards the closet and let Margot out. 


(iv) They walked slowly down the hall in the sound of the cold rain and then turned through the 
doorway to the room in which Margot had been locked. They walked over to the closet 
door slowly and stood by it. 


(v) Margot had been hidden in a closet. The children unlocked the door of the closet and let 
Margot out. 


12. (a) The story ‘All Summer in a Day’ builds an atmosphere of mystery, horror and suspense. A 
group of school children live on the planet Venus. They are eagerly waiting for the moment 
when the sun will appear for a brief period of time. It is really something mysterious for them. 


[64] [Teacher’s Handbook-Treasure Trove : A Collection of ICSE Short Stories : WB] 


Page 64 of 68 


Downloaded from- t.me/cisceedu 


(b) The story deals with the dark side of human nature. There is no sun on the planet for a 
number of years. Before the appearance of the sun the children look pale and colourless. 
They are passive both physically and mentally. The lack of light of the sun has dried their 
compassion and consideration for others. 

Hints 


The rain stops and the sun appears 


xr 


(c 


the sun retreats and the rain begins to fall again 
Margot is locked in the closet 

the children unlocks the door and Margot comes out 
The ending vindicates the stand of Margot 


t+ + + SF + + 


There is no hope for those who live on the Venus, destined to live a passive life. 


SPECIMEN PAPER-8 


10. (() The big crocodile fed mostly on fish, but also on deer and monkeys, which came to drink, 
perhaps a duck or two also. Beside him in the shoals lay a blue gem. It was not exactly a gem 
but only a sand-worn piece of glass. 

(i) The blue bead was nota gem. It was a sand-worn glass that had been rolling about in the 
river for a long time. 

(iu) The little girl lived in the shrill noisy village above the ford, in a mud house. 
She wore an earth coloured rag. She had torn the rag in two to make skirt and sari. 

(iv) Sibia’s last meal consisted of a chupatti wrapped round a green chilly and rancid butter. 

(v) Sibia was about twelve years old. She had wished to buy a handful of blown glass beads 
from the bazaar and one of the thin glass bangles that the man kept on a stick. 

11. (() The tribal people regard the ashes of their ancestors as sacred and their resting place as a 
hallowed ground. 

(i) The white people are indifferent to their ancestors and they keep themselves away from the 
graves of their ancestors. They neglect them and pay no respect to them. 

(ii) The religion of the white people was written upon the tablets of stone. Their dead people 
ceased to love them and the land of their nativity. So they were soon forgotten. 

(iv) The religion of the tribal people lies in the traditions of their ancestors. It constituted the 
dreams of their old men and was written on the hearts of their people. 

(v) They do not forget their beautiful world. They still love its grassy valleys, musical rivers, 
magnificient mountains and lakes. 

12. (a) ‘The Little Match Girl’ describes the miserable condition of the poor little match girl. The 
story Is very touching. It revolves around the poor girl who Is trying to sell matches to earn 
money. No one has any sympathy for her. She lits the match sticks and sees her grandmother 
in brightness. The girl suffers from cold and hunger. Her life is full of pain and agony. At last 
death comes to her and it saves her from cold, hunger and misery. The story makes us 
comprehend the need for compassion for the poor. 

(b) The writer makes use of irony, imagery and symbols in his story ‘The Little Match Girl’. The 
description of the little match girl is pathetic. It is cold, wintry night. At the same time it Is 
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New Year's Eve. There is darkness all around. The little girl walks barefoot. She lits the match 
and finds her grandmother standing before her. The old lady is beaming love and kindness. 
She takes the little girl in her arms and flies joyfully to heaven. The next morning the little girl 
is found frozen and dead. The story is the saddest of Andersen's fairy tale. 


Hints 


xr 


(Cc 
its universal appeal 
very touching and pathetic 
describes the plight of a poor little match girl 


* 

* 

* 

x suffers from cold and hunger 

x lits the match and finds her grandmother in a vision. 
* 


meets a tragic cold death 


SPECIMEN PAPER-9 


10. (i) Adolf Hitler's childish theory was that the Aryan were a superior race. He thought that his 
performers were members of this master race and they would perform better than other 
participants. 


(it) Jesse Owen had already set the world's record of 26 feet 8% inches in the long jump. It was 
expected that he would win the gold medal in the Olympics hands down. 


(it) Owens was startled to see a tall boy named Luz Long, a German athlete, hitting the pit at 
almost 26 feet on his practice leaps. Owens was told that Hitler had kept him under wraps, 
evidently hoping to win the jump with him. 


(iv) Jesse Owens kicked the pit in disgust because he had not been able to qualify for the finals 
while another young man had easily done it. 


He immediately realized that he had fouled because he was angry. An angry athlete always 
makes mistakes. 


(v) Actually, it was Jesse's feeling of jealousy and insecurity that had been eating Jesse Owens. 
He didn't tell this to Luz Long because the latter was a German athlete and he disliked 
German athletes due to Hitler's Aryan superiority theory. 


11. () Mr Oliver moved closer to the boy in order to recognize the boy. 
(i Mr Oliver sensed that there was something wrong when he saw the boy crying. 
(i) His head hung down, and he held his face in his hands and his body shook convulsively. 
(iv) Mr Oliver felt uneasy when he heard a strange, soundless voice of weeping. 


(v) When Mr Oliver felt uneasy, he asked the boy in anger, “What is the matter ?” Soon his anger 
gave way to concern when he asked the boy, “What are you crying for ?” 


12. (a) The title of the story ‘My Greatest Olympic Prize’ is very apt and suggestive. Jesse Owens 
narrates his own experience. He does not believe in Hitler's theory who believed in the 
Aryan Superiority Theory’. Jesse participated in the Olympic Game and won the gold medal. 
His opponent congratulated him. It was a great honour for Jesse Owens. 


(b) Luz Long did not believe in Hitler's childish theory. He was trained in the Nazi Youth school. 
He had the true spirit of a sportsman. He had no inhibitions in giving his rival some important 
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tips of the game. He treated Jesse Owens as his friend. He was genuinely happy when 
Owens won the gold medals in Olympic Game. He congratulated him without having the 
feeling of jealousy. 


(c) Hints 

Jesse Owens’ experience at the Olympic Game 

His meeting with Luz Long 

a fruitful meaning, tips for the game 

to Jesse Owens, Luz Long was the epitome of Pierre de Coubertin 
the founder of the modern Olympic Game 


+ + % + H+ + 


for him taking part in the game more important than winning it 


SPECIMEN PAPER-10 


10. (i) It had been raining for seven years at the planet Venus. The rain had crushed a thousand 
forests. The forests grew a thousand times and were crushed again and again. 


(i Scientists on the planet Venus had predicted that the sun would appear for a brief period of 
time that day. Children at the Venus felt very happy at this prediction. 


(i) Margot was a thin weak girl. It appeared as if she had been lost in the rain for years. She 
looked like an old photograph. She spoke like a ghost. She was different from other children 
because she had lived in Ohio until she was five. She had seen the sun and had many 
memories of it also. 


(iv) Before coming to Venus Margot had lived in Ohio. She was all the time in a state of depression. 
Other children did not like her. When they sang songs of happiness and life and games, 
Margot did not participate. She felt isolated and depressed. 


Other children disliked and taunted her. One of the boys played jokes with her. They did this 
because Margot played no games with them in the tunnels of the underground city. When 
the teacher was away they hid Margot in a closet. Margot resisted but she was overpowered 
and locked in the closet. 


Nr 


(v 


11. (i) The foreigner spoke English and tried to make Muni understand that he was referring to the 
horse, but Muni did not understand because he did not know English. So the foreigner 
almost pinioned Muni's back to the statue and asked, "Isn't this statue yours ? Why don't you 
sell it to me ?” Muni now understood that he was making reference to the horse. 


(i) The American businessman guessed that Muni was the owner of the statue of the horse by 
the way he sat on the pedestal of the statue of the horse. 


(i) Muni followed the man's eyes and pointed fingers towards the statue and then dimly 
understood that the foreigner was talking about the horse. 


(iv) Muni felt relieved that the theme of the multilated body had been abandoned. So he began 
to talk about the horse enthusiastically. 


(v) Muni spoke Tamil in a stimulating manner and the foreigner listened to the sound of the 
language with fascination. He loved the sound of the language so much that he said, “Your 
language sounds wonderful.” 
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12. (a) Sibia is a twelve year old Indian girl. She has never wound anything but a rag. She does not 
have any money to buy glass beads from the bazar. But she is a fearless girl. She goes with 
her parents and brothers all through the jungle without any fear. She skips along with the 
sickle and home-made hayfork beside her mother. She displays a rare courage and presence 
of mind in saving the life of Gujar woman from the crocodile. 


(b 


ee 


The story begins with the detailed description of the crocodile. It lived in a great Indian river. 
It was very long and fearful. It rested in the glassy shallows among logs and balanced there 
on tiptoe. It lay motionless till food came to him in any form. In short, it was very ferocious 
and formidable animal. The writer gives a detailed description of it so that we can form an 
idea of its strength against Sibia's. Sibia could overcome the powerful crocodile through her 
alertness and moral courage. 


(c) Hints 
x Gujars lived in grassy huts 
* women wore trousers and silver ear rings 
x the men and boys took care of the herd 
x they were junglis 


x had plenty to laugh and bicker about 
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